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Welcome to Bazaar 2019!

Welcome to the 73rd Annual Buddhist Church Japanese Food and Cultural Ba-
zaar. Since its founding in 1947, the Bazaar has steadily grown to become one 
of the premier Japanese Cultural events in Sacramento. Every year, hundreds 

of community volunteers share their time with family, friends, and Sangha (congrega-
tion) as we all enjoy all the food and many cultural exhibits and performances through-
out the weekend. The Bazaar is our only major fundraiser of the year and enables us to 
support the Buddhist teachings of impermanence, interdependence, and gratitude that 
make us true human beings. Have a wonderful time!
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The Sacramento Buddhist Church Dharma 
School welcomes everyone to the 73rd Annual 
Japanese Food and Cultural Bazaar! We hope 

that you have a wonderful time enjoying the food, 
cultural exhibits, and entertainment. 

If you are new to our temple and are interested in 
our Dharma School program, registration for the 
2019-2020 term begins in early September. We wel-
come all families with children interested in learning 
about the Dharma and offer fun projects and exciting 
events that are held throughout the term. Please stop 
by the church office for more information regarding 
the registration process. 

Sacramento Buddhist 
Church Dharma School

Obon is a Buddhist Festival that is held annual-
ly in the summer months typically in July or 
August. We gather to remember all those who 

have passed before us. Dressed in our yukatas, Hapi 
coats and regular street clothes, we dance. The Obon 
Festival is a religious event for the Buddhist, but has 
slowly turned into an annual community event. Sac-
ramento Buddhist Church has honored the tradition-
al form of Obon dancing, lead by classically trained 
teachers in Hanayagi style of dancing. We take great 
pride in introducing traditional Obon dances to our  
dancers and participants. We gather around the circle 
and remember all those who are no longer with us 
and celebrate their past lives with dance.

Sacramento Buddhist 
Church Obon Festival
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Proud to support the
2019 SBC Bazaar

Best wishes on a 
successful Bazaar, 

Rev.
Marvin Harada

At the Buddhist Church of Sacramento (also 
known as the Sacramento Betsuin, one of five 
large churches designated as a Betsuin in the 

United States), few things stay the same for a long 
period.

There once was a koi pond in the courtyard near 
the main hall. There once were two ministers on the 
grounds. They are merely a memory now.

One constant for 
more than 30 years 
has been our be-
loved Mrs. Reiko 
Kurahara. You 
couldn’t tell that 
she turned 92 in 
May. She exhibits 
boundless energy 
and love for the 
Sacramento Betsuin. 
She’s always here, 
it seems, and never 
gets weary. 

Reiko can be seen 
every Sunday serv-
ing up refreshments 
including pastries, 
coffee and tea and 
soda, manju—even spaghetti, curry over rice, and 
other treats--for the Dharma School children and par-
ents after service. Her friendly smile and hugs for the 
children are why many of them come to church (in 

addition to Rev. Matt’s Dharma messages). You can’t 
help but admire her selfless dedication to Dharma 
School. 

Reiko has been a chairperson of the Outside Pastries 
Booth at the annual bazaar for the past three years; 
prior to that she chaired the Tempura Booth for 30 
years. Each month she organizes many otoki (the 
reception following a funeral). And as a member of 
the Buddhist Womens’ Association, she is involved in 

their many activities.

Born in Sacramento, 
Reiko and her fam-
ily were interned at 
Amache Relocation 
Center in Colorado. 
After the war, they 
settled in Colorado 
before moving to 
Sacramento. She is 
the mother of May-
nard (married to 
Cindy), along with 
three wonderful 
grandsons of college 
age whom she lov-
ingly had a hand in 
nurturing.

If you see Reiko serving refreshments in the court-
yard on Sundays, or working at the Bazaar, or man-
aging an otoki, take a moment to show your apprecia-
tion by saying Doomo Arigato, Reiko-san!

Reiko Kurahara Is the Heart of the Temple
By Brian Hatano
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The Betsuin choir is an ensemble of individuals 
who love to sing and those who want to learn 
to sing. Sopranos, altos, tenors/baritones, and 

basses are the parts that comprise a choir. 

The Sacramento Buddhist 
Church Choir

Members of the choir enjoy the company of other 
singers as well as in expressing gratitude in the Nem-
butsu through song.

The group performs at special services throughout 
the year, at both the tem-
ple and at District func-
tions.

The blend of harmonies 
and influential dynamics 
in songs — both in En-
glish and Japanese — has 
made the choir a unique 
affiliation of the Betsuin.

New members are always 
welcomed. Practices are 
held on Sundays — Sep-
tember through May — 
immediately following 
Dharma services.
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The Sacramento Junior Youth Buddhist Asso-
ciation (Jr. YBA) is an active organization that 
allows for Buddhist high schoolers to build 

strong relationships with other Jr. YBA organizations 
throughout the United States and deepen their un-
derstanding of the Buddhist teachings. 

Every year, this youth group attends multiple dis-
trict seminars and conferences. During these events, 
participants enjoy meeting new people through fun, 
collaborative activities. 

The Sacramento Jr. YBA also supports and partici-
pates in many events and activities at the Buddhist 

Church of Sacramento. Of all the events the Jr. YBA 
participated in, making refreshing snow cones for the 
Bazaar and hosting the annual Jr. YBA spaghetti feed 
were the highlights of the year.

The Sacramento Junior Youth 
Buddhist Association (Jr. YBA)

By Emily Maseba
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Saturday, August 10, 2019

Noon
Japanese Folk Dance and Music
Members of the Lodi-based Hokka Minyo Tanoshimi 
Kai sing folk songs and perform folk dances under 
the instructions of Morita Sensei, depicting daily 
lives and religion of Japan. The performers wear Jap-
anese summer yukatas and play traditional Japanese 
instruments to give us a variety of looks into tradi-
tional Japanese folk dances and music.

2 PM
Koto Concert
Master Teacher Shirley Kazuyo Muramoto performs 
Japanese music on a large, stringed instrument 
known as a koto, or Japanese harp. She and her 
ensemble will perform tunes from traditional 
Japanese music to contemporary jazz.

4 PM 
Introduction to Shin Buddhism
Reverend Matt Hamasaki gives a mini lecture about 
the Judo Shin Shu religion. He will also give a brief 
introduction of artifacts, figures, and implements in 
the Chapel and on the altar.

2019 Indoor Cultural Program
Main Chapel (HONDO)

Sunday, August 11, 2019

Noon
Bonsai Demonstration
Bonsai is the art of growing miniature trees and 
plants. Vince Owyoung has been studying the art of 
Bonsai for over 30 years.  Sam Adina is the instructor 
for the Sacramento Bonsai Club. Adina Sensei has 
been involved with Bonsai for over 30 years and has 
done demonstrations and workshops with Lucy and 
Gary Judd throughout the Sacramento area.

2 p.m.
Classical Okinawan Dance 
Azama Honryu Seifu Ichisenkai U.S.A. group 
under the leadership of Kinuko Mototake 
performs classical Okinawan dances and songs 
using traditional Okinawan instruments wearing 
traditional Okinawan attire.   

4 p.m.
Introduction to Shin Buddhism
Reverend Matt Hamasaki gives a mini lecture about 
the Judo Shin Shu religion. He will also give a brief 
introduction of artifacts, figures, and implements in 
the Chapel and on the altar.

Cultural Displays 
throughout the 

Weekend
Saturday & Sunday

Ikebana, Japanese Flower Arrangement, 
Kaikan/Indoor Eating Area 
Led by Kosoku (Helen) Tashima, coordinator for 
the Sacramento School for their master teacher Kika 
Shibata. The Sogetsu style of floral arrangement 
reflects modern contemporary life with emphasis on 
individual expressions using natural and man-made 
materials.

Shuji, Calligraphy,
Main Chapel Back Room 1
Students of the Nihon Shuji Kyoiku Renmei led by 
Instructor Harumi Hashimoto, display their artwork, 
demonstrate and share their knowledge of the 
ancient art of Japanese calligraphy.

Mataro Kimekomi, Handmade Dolls, 
Main Chapel, Back Room 2
Students of Masanori Isako Wasano Sensei display 
handmade Japanese dolls dressed in their finest silk 
and brocade kimono.
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2019 Outdoor Cultural Program
Outdoor Stage

Sunday, August 11, 2019

11 AM
Na Aikane Ukulele Group
Enjoy Hawaiian-style entertainment featuring hula 
dancing and ukulele tunes. Songs are both Hawaiian 
and modern hits sung by the Buddhist Church of 
Sacramento Adult Buddhist Association.

1 PM
Japanese Folk Dancing
Members of Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai perform 
Japanese folk dances and music. Members of the 
Sacramento-based group wear traditional Japanese 
summer yukata, dance, sing, and play tradional 
Japanese instruments. 

3 PM 
Sacramento Taiko Dan
You will feel the beat of the drums deep in your heart 
and soul when the taiko group plays their rhythmic 
musical delights on traditional Japanese musical 
instruments. The group was founded in 1989 and 
performs nationally and internationally.

Saturday, August 10, 2019

11 AM
Japanese Folk Dancing
Members of Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai perform 
Japanese folk dances and music. Members of the 
Sacramento-based group wear traditional Japanese 
summer yukata, dance, sing, and play tradional 
Japanese instruments. 

1 PM
Koyasan Spirit of Children Taiko
Kaori Kubota-Sakauye and Kelsey Ting lead children and 
adults in the acient art of playing Japanese taiko drums.

6 - 8 PM 
East Wind Band
If you like Old School tunes, funk, soul and classic 
rock, you will love this concert by East Wind. Get 
up and dance as they sing the summer night away. 
East Wind Band has performed with The Dramatics, 
Bloodstone, Hiroshima and other chart-topping 
headliners. East Wind’s break is scheduled from 6:45 
pm to 7:15 pm.
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The Sacramento 
Buddhist Church 
Sports Committee 

welcomes you to the 
2019 Japanese 

Food and
Cultural Bazaar.

Have a great time!

Developing 
Friendships, 

Sportsmanship,
and Fair Play.

Join our program 
for Family Bowling, 

Keiki Hula, and 
Youth Basketball.

Troop 50 was originally organized in the 1930’s 
by the members of the Buddhist Church of 
Sacramento.At the outbreak of World War II, 

the troop went inactive until 1962 when Troop 50 was 
reorganized and chartered under the leadership of 
Mr. Akio Imai.  Troop membership has varied from 
less than 40 scouts with four leaders to more than 80 
scouts with 30 leaders. Currently the troop supports 
85 scouts from communities throughout the Sacra-
mento Region.  

In 1970, Troop 50 had its first Scout earn the rank of 
Eagle Scout since its reorganization. Since that
time, it has been a tradition for this troop to have a 
higher than average rate of its Scouts attain the rank
of Eagle Scout  and.  In the last 5 years over 25 scouts 
have earned Eagle Scout. This is due to the cooper-
ative nature among the Scout, the youth Boy Scout 
leaders, the adult Boy Scout leaders and the parent 
group. Each entity plays an important part in ensur-
ing the Scout has an opportunity to gain as much as 
possible from his Scouting experience.

Boy Scout 
Troup 50
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In 1992, after 60 years of the Sacramento Betsuin 
sponsoring the very active Boy Scout Troop 50, 
the Betsuin began sponsorship of Girl Scout 

Troop 569. Girls from a recently disbanded Troop in 
the Pocket Area asked Judy Inaba and Patti Oshita 
if they would be willing to help form a Girl Scout 
with our Temple. The request for sponsorship by 
the Sacramento Betsuin was unanimously approved 
by the Board of Trustees and Girl Scout Troop 569 
became an official part of Temple History.   

It soon became apparent that our Temple truly 
needed a Scouting program for our girls. In the 
Summer of 1992, the first meeting was held with 9 
girls and our two fearless leaders. With each passing 
year, the program grew and expanded. 

It proved so successful, that just seven years later, by 
1999 (our Betsuin’s centennial year) we had over 100 
girls in our scouting program.  Today, we have 140 
girls in Girl Scout Troop 569!

3300 12th Ave, Sacramento, CA 95817
(916) 451-0711

A Brief History of
Girl Scout Troup 569

The annual National Girl Scout Cookie Sale 
fundraiser became an indication of their phenomenal 
success. In 1998, they broke the 10,000 mark in boxes 
of Girl Scout Cookies sold and have never looked 
back!

Most importantly, Girl Scout Troop 569 continues 
to provide a supportive and positive arena of 
fellowship and fun. The goal of Troop 569 is to 
provide a nurturing environment that encourages 
our girls to develop social skills, leadership abilities 
and self-confidence; attributes that will help them to 
excel throughout their lives.

If you are interested in Girl Scouting or would like 
more information on how to become a part of Troop 
569, please contact the Office of the Sacramento 
Betsuin.
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Thank you for your support
The Sacramento Betsuin

Ministers and Minister’s Assistants

Rev. Marvin Harada, Interim Rinban

Rev. Matthew Hamasaki

Rev. Tim Castle

Sensei Grace Hatano

Sensei Kelvin Mark

Sensei Keith Kato

Sensei Koichi Mizushima

Rev. Bob Oshita, Emeritus

Rev. Patti Oshita, Retired

Best regards
 

Deanna Erdman
Director of Operations, Chief Compliance Officer

916-925-8900
 

Recognized Excellence in
Professional Wealth Management

Enjoy our 73rd Annual 
Japanese Food & 
Cultural Bazaar.

A special thank you to the 
hundreds of volunteers who 
make this event possible. 
Sacramento Buddhist 
Women’s Association.

Sacramento Buddhist 
Women’s Association 

(SBWA)

We are considered the “backbone” of the 
Sacramento Budhist Church. We are not 
all about cooking and cleaning. The SBWA 

assists the temple in many of the fundraising events 
and has social activities for its members, but most 
importantly, we help promote a better understanding 
of the Jodo Shinshu teachings. Our activities forge 
lifelong friendships. Some examples of our social 
activities include: Stretching exercise classes, Tai Chi 
classes, Bunka Embroidery classes, and Ukulele class-
es and performances.
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