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MEMORIAL DAY AND
VESAK BODHI DAY
elcome to the month of May. As I reflect
on my experiences from a year ago here
in Sacramento, I remember May as being
the first month when temperatures start to feel
consistently warm, and the last month before I
begin to feel like I’m melting from the heat of the
sun in June. May is very comfortable to me.
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I also remember that this is a hectic time of year
for students attending school, which means that
their families are also running around… helping
their children prepare for final projects, final
exams and graduation activities.
Although many of you may feel overwhelmed by
the frantic pace of the end-of-school-year
activities, we are fortunate to have five Sundays
this month to relax, catch our breath, and reflect
on the people who have helped create the lives
that we live today.
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On May 1, we will not have a Family Dharma
Service since many Dharma School teachers will
be attending the Teachers’ Conference in Fresno.
On May 8, we will have our annual Parents’ Day
Service where we will have the opportunity to
reflect on the patience and sacrifices of our parents
and guardians. May 15 is our annual Gotan-E
Service. During this special service, we are
fortunate to have as our guest speaker, Reverend
Harry Bridge from the Oakland Buddhist Church,
as we commemorate the birthday of Shinran
Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism.
May 22 and 29 are regular Family Dharma School
Services, and throughout the Memorial Day
weekend, we will be able to welcome the
beginning of summer with a variety of Memorial
Day traditions, such as barbecues, family
gatherings and Memorial Day services at
cemeteries and in our Betsuin Nokotsudo.
During the Memorial Day weekend, I would also
like to invite you to participate in a once-in-alifetime event that is being sponsored by the
Buddhist Church of Sacramento, along with other
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)
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Buddhist organizations in our community. The Vesak-Bodhi Day event is
recognized by the United Nations, commemorating the 2600th year anniversary
of Buddhism (see Reverend Patti’s newsletter article). The Sacramento VesakBodhi Day event will be held at the Kim Quang Temple, located at 3119 Alta
Arden Expressway, and parking will be available across the street in the Kaiser
parking lot.
This inaugural event will begin with a candlelight service at 7 p.m. on
Saturday, May 28, and there will be a variety of activities on Sunday, May 29,
from 8 a.m–6 p.m. Check the website www.buddhadaysacramento.org for more
details.
This is the first event involving a diverse group of Sacramento Buddhist
organizations, and is a result of the vision and guidance of the Venerable
Bhante Seelawimala. If you would like to volunteer to help at the event, please
contact me or Reverend Patti Oshita.
Metta (Loving Kindness),
Reverend Peter

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

KELVIN C. MARK, D.O.

W

ow! May is here and with it comes Gotan-E, our chance to
acknowledge and celebrate the birth of our teacher and founder,
Shinran Shonin. You may remember that Shinran discovered the path
that enabled the dharma to be accessible to all people without discrimination.
Having recently had the honor of helping out with our earthquake-tsunami
relief effort has pointed out that one is never too old to learn new things or to
embrace new terms and phrases. Several in our sangha have introduced me to
the terms Gokurosama — “good work, thanks for doing something that
inconveniences you” and Ganbare — “hang in there.” As for learning, our
volunteers have been treated to a crash course on the intricacies of
international trade policy, the unintended consequences of market
protectionism, and the impediments of bureaucracy.
Over 200 local relief volunteers gave whatever time, effort and support they
could in order to prepare clothing, package food, and accept monetary support
from people from all over Northern California. Supporters representing all
walks of life braved wind, rain and cold to contribute. Some, who themselves
appeared to be struggling, with clothing tattered and missing teeth, generously
gave relief supplies and monetary support to aid the people of northern Japan;
at least two even offered the coats off of their backs. It is mind blowing that a
disaster around the world manages to unify a spirit of universal brotherhood
and demonstrate a sense of freedom from selfishness.

OFFICE
MANAGERS
Meri Fong
Tak Ito

During this month past, 16,000 pounds of donated clothing was blocked from
export, then fortunately purchased by a local non-profit agency, and instead
turned into the equivalent of 15,000 pounds of rice. 3,923 pounds of nonperishable food and personal supplies has remarkably taken over a month to
ship. However, the efforts of our Betsuin have helped to alleviate suffering and
provide a measure of comfort to the people of the Tohoku region.

446-0121

Our community pulled together to demonstrate the six paramita, most notably
dana — giving unselfishly to others, virya — doing our best in all things, and
ksanti — being patient and understanding. Is this the dharma in action or
what?

SANGHA
HELPERS

To be sure, the people of northern Japan face huge challenges. It may be
decades or lifetimes before people can safely return, if ever, to the place that
once they called home. Thanks to your efforts and the strength of the human
spirit, if ever there was a country that could recover and rebuild, it would be
Japan. Ganbare!
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Misao Abe
Shiyoko Futaba
Ruth Hayashi
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Welcome New Members
Jene Bushey
Tracie Hashimoto
Sandy Robinson
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he April 2011 meeting of the BWA was held on Wednesday, April 6, with
President Lynn Kurahara presiding.

THANK YOU

Thank you, BWA ladies, their husbands, their families and friends for coming
out to help fold the clothes we received for the Japan earthquake and tsunami
effort. Because of the “red tape” and the customs duties and taxes involved in
receiving our boxes and boxes of clothing and the cost of sending the boxes, a
decision was made not to ship the boxes. Please see Board President Kelvin
Mark’s SANGHA article for more details.
Thank you, BWA ladies, for your generous osaisen donation at the Eshinniko
Service in February. The $323 osaisen collected was donated to the Dharma
School.

UPCOMING EVENTS/ACTIVITIES
BETSUIN SCHOLARSHIPS

Utako Kimura reported that there were 16 graduating seniors interviewed in
January and the awards will be presented at the Dharma School picnic on
Sunday, June 12. The BWA will contribute $1,000 toward the Betsuin’s
Scholarship Fund. Marcia Matsuda is currently serving as the Betsuin’s
representative on the Ronald McDonald House (RHMC) Charities Scholarship
Program and will be reviewing the applications on April 23. The RMHC
Scholarship Awards Event will be held on Saturday, June 11 from 10 a.m. to
noon at the State Capitol. All scholarship recipients and their family members
will be invited to this event. On Sunday, June 12, Marcia will represent the
Betsuin at the Dharma School picnic, where the Betsuin Scholarship Awards
will be presented.
BAZAAR CRAFT BOOTH

Thank you to Kathy Henry and Sue Louie for leading the April craft session. A
special thank you to Sally Hamatake for sewing most of the aprons that will be
sold at the Bazaar; Amy Dote for the wonderful quilts she makes each year;
Aileen Okimoto for the many bags full of creative crafts she made and donated;
Sandy Nishimura Yee, Jane Nakagawa and Virginia Uchida for their hard work
in knitting the tote bags; and Bridget Morisaki for leading the March craft gettogether. Craft Chair Shirley Kato reminds everyone that there will be NO
CRAFT SESSION in May. The next sessions will be on June 17 (leader will be
Jane Komure), and July 15 from 1 to 3 pm in Classroom 1 unless the classroom
is needed for an otoki. In those instances, the sessions will be held in a
classroom in the Annex.
MAY 29, 2011 — “BUDDHA DAY” EVENT

Reverend Peter Inokoji-Kim and Reverend Patti Oshita are meeting monthly
with other Buddhist groups to plan a joint Buddha Day event on Sunday, May
29, at the Temple on Alta Arden. Reverend Peter Inokoji-Kim will be speaking
at this service.
MUSIC CIRCUS ON AUGUST 4

President Kurahara reported that Virginia Uchida is working on the Music
Circus outing scheduled for August 4 for the 2 p.m. showing of Camelot. Your
telephone tree board member will be contacting you with details of the ticket
cost and will ask if you are interested in dinner afterwards. The deadline for
this event will be May 1 to give Virginia time to purchase tickets and make
reservations at a restaurant if there is interest. Fifty (50) BWA ladies have
already expressed interest in attending Camelot.
The BWA is working on some new fund-raising projects (SaveMart cards and a
Hawaiian breakfast, for example) and an outing to Angel Island. More details
to come.
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday evening, May 4.

FROM THE
OFFICE
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ave you paid your 2011 membership?

Lost & Found: 2 pairs of women’s glasses
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ello and welcome to the month of May! It is hard to believe how fast
the year is flying by.

For the last few months, Reverend Peter and I have been attending meetings at
the Kim Quang Temple with other Buddhist traditions. We are representing the
Sacramento Betsuin in planning an upcoming Vesak Day (Buddha Day
Celebration). Our dear friend, Bhante Seelawimala from the American Buddhist
Seminary, and the Venerable Thich Thien Duyen from the Kim Quang Temple
on Alta Arden Way are planning this special celebration and they have invited
many of the surrounding Buddhist communities to participate.
In the Theravada tradition, this year marks the 2600th anniversary in
celebration of the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and passing away (they
celebrate them all together). On Saturday, May 28, at 7 p.m., we are planning to
begin the event with a Candlelight Prayer for Peace at the Kim Quang Temple.
On Sunday, May 29, from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m., there will be various events, such
as introduction to meditation, traditional chanting and sharing of Dharma with
local teachers from various traditions. Our own Reverend Peter will be
speaking at 3:30 p.m. with our friend Bhante Seelawimala.
This is a wonderful opportunity to unite and celebrate our shared Dharma
heritage with other temples in our local Buddhist communities. This event will
also provide an opportunity for the general public to be introduced to and to
explore the various Buddhist traditions.

Rev. Bob Oshita
428-9833

Rev. Peter Inokoji-Kim
446-4988

I remember our meeting in February was very interesting. It ended at 8 p.m.
and the Venerable Thich Thien Duyen and members of the Kim Quang Sangha
had a service in their Buddha Hall celebrating the Lunar New Year. Reverend
Peter and I decided to attend their service. When we walked into the Buddha
Hall, we saw a huge Buddha sitting in the room. It was beautiful. There were
no pews… no piano or organ… The spacious room was comfortably filled with
people sitting on the floor. There were candles and beautiful flowers on the
altar and we heard the familiar sound of chanting and the hitting of the gong
and mokugyo.
We saw many monks, nuns and sangha members chanting. We were given a
zafu (pillow) to help us sit more comfortably on the floor. As we listened to the
chanting in Vietnamese, it sounded both familiar yet foreign; and we felt a
calming sense of comfort. At first we tried to chant along, but after a while just
closed our books, sat quietly and experienced the moment. We couldn’t help
but be amazed to see monks in their robes, joined in attendance by young
children and older folks. One of the committee members sat next to us. I
watched her sitting with her eyes closed. Her hands were in gassho as she
chanted from memory. I couldn’t help but feel warm inside. Although our
traditions may be different, there was a sense of oneness in the room.
Reverend Peter and I left that evening with a deepened appreciation… and a
realization that although our cultural traditions may differ, there remains a
sense of oneness, a sense that we are all just fellow travelers on the great
Dharma Path. We could not help but admire the beautiful Dharma tradition
being maintained at the Kim Quang Temple.
The Sacramento Betsuin will have a table at the upcoming Vesak Day. Please
come and support us at this joint Vesak Day Celebration on May 29 at the Kim
Quang Temple, 3119 Alta Arden Expressway, Sacramento.

SANGHA
STAFF

Until next month….

Editor (English) Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese) Katsuko
Hirota
CONTRIBUTING
REPORTERS
SBWA

Keiko Jean
Kashiwada
President’s Msg Kelvin Mark
Ministers’ Assts Patti Oshita
Dharma School Ken Furukawa
2011 Bazaar
Jennifer Nitta
Sports Cmte
Alan Wu
Cub Scouts
Glen Kumamoto
Girl Scouts
Shirley Gee
Maintenance
Gary Traganza
6th Grade
Sandy Sumida
Tokunaga

Condolences to
the Families of:
Theodore Van Hawkins, Sr. ......... Nov. 11, 1929–March 11, 2011
George Kuichi Hamamoto........... March 8, 1931–March 17, 2011
Frank Shigemi Ikemoto ................ Dec. 21, 1919–March 14, 2011
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ortunately, March was a pretty slow month for repairs around the temple.
So, I’m going use this space to say thank you to a man who is long
overdue for a pat on the back, our very own ubiquitous Bob Chavez. He
not only assists the maintenance department, but all the groups in our sangha.
As for the maintenance crew, Bob is always there to assist with a long ladder,
hold heavy shelves while we get in the first few screws, show us the location of
the master valve or circuit breaker. He helps us in innumerable ways.
In addition to his regular duties, you’ll see Bob trimming the bushes around the
temple, cleaning up the indoor courtyard, providing security for the office
ladies when there are questionable people around, or helping anyone with a
heavy load. And if you see him working on Tuesdays or after 1:30 p.m., he is on
his own time. I think a lot of us have heard him say, “When I work on my own
time, I’m a volunteer just like you.” I think I speak for a lot of people when I
say, “Thank you Bob, you are very much appreciated.”

16th Annual Sacramento Buddhist Church

Senior Golf Tournament
Teal Bend Golf Course, Sacramento

Wednesday, August 24, 2011
ALL SENIORS AND FRIENDS OF SENIORS ARE WELCOME!
7:30 am Modified Shotgun Start. Check-in 6:30-7:30.
Four Player Scramble Format. Each team will consist of high and low
handicaps to make the teams “even.” Don’t worry about making up a foursome.
Participants don’t need to worry about hosting 2011 tournament!

$65 per player
Includes Green Fees, Cart, Closest-to-the-Hole Contests,
Prize Fund and a delicious lunch prepared by Reiko and Crew!
Awards and Lunch following golf at the Buddhist Church.

Deadline to enter: August 6.
Enter early, field is limited to 72 players.
Mail entry form and $65 per player payable to
Cindy Hatano, 8959 Sonoma Valley Way, Sacramento, CA 95829, or
leave at church office,attn: Sr. Golf Tournament c/o Grace Hatano.
Chairpersons: Brian and Cindy Hatano, and Paul Suwa.
For more information, contact Brian at fourhats@comcast.net
Cut and enclose with check

Name__________________________________ Phone____________________________
Address________________________________ City/Zip ___________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS:_________________________
Please put me in a foursome with some fun people!
I’d like to golf with (list names below):
__________________ ____________________ ____________________
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SALE DATE: Saturday, June 4, 2011, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sacramento Buddhist Church Kaikan
2401 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA
DONATION DROP OFF DATES: June 1st and 2nd,11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
June 3rd, Friday, 9 a.m. to noon
USABLE ITEMS NEEDED: Clothing, accessories, jewelry, shoes, purses, housewares,
glassware, toys, games, books, tools, radios, small appliances in working condition, furniture in
good repair, laptops, computers, monitors, cell phones, ink cartridges and smaller TVs.

ITEMS WE CANNOT ACCEPT: Mattresses, large appliances.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Sorting, organizing, selling, cashiering, monitoring, traffic
control, security, and loads of other skills. Volunteers that want to have a fun time!

INFORMATION: (916) 446-0121
L
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G
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Please be aware that articles
for the SANGHA are due on
the 15th of each month.
Late articles will be
published in the following
month's issue.
When sending articles by email, please send e-mail to:
vibrocount@lanset.com
with a cc to:
betsuinoffice@gmail.com
and inform the church
office at 446-0121. Please
include the author's name.
Thank you.
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2011 BETSUIN BAZAAR
AUGUST 13 AND 14

BAZAAR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
COME TO SEE OLD FRIENDS, MEET NEW FRIENDS
AND ENJOY THE FESTIVITIES!
WORK SHIFTS ARE AVAILABLE AT VARIOUS TIMES
THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING,
CONTACT:
JENNIFER NITTA

(916) 424–2359
jgnitta@comcast.net
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he 6th Grade Dharma School teachers, teacher aides and students would
like to express our gratitude to the many senseis who shared their art,
knowledge, experiences and time with us.

✔ We have learned how flowers can be beautifully and simply arranged with
Lisa Taira.
✔ We now know that samurais calmed their spirit with the discipline of the tea
ceremony as taught to us by Hiroko Tsuda, Sosei Ono and Ikuko Sakazaki.
✔ We honor our common history with Mas Hatano, who shared photos and
spoke to us about the World War II internment camp experience.
Thank you. We have learned so much.

DHARMA
SCHOOL

KEN FURUKAWA

W

elcome to May! This is a wonderful time of year, and time to again
thank the team of Cliff Adams and Ann Amioka for another amazing
Hanamatsuri performance. Top Iron Chef Throwdown — what a great
concept to introduce Dharma truths to our children and families! As Rinban
Bob says so often, this is definitely the best temple in BCA, with Dharma
teachers everywhere. Of course they were able to manage a cast of hundreds
with the awesome skills of so many people working as director, stage
managers, lighting technicians, and of course the Dharma School classes! All
the cute kids and great music helped to underscore the joy of the Dharma
message. I hope you all (y’all) had fun. I know I did.
If we were able to overcome some technical issues, a DVD-compatible
recording of the play may be available soon so that you can relive the memories
and message of the play. Keep your eyes and ears open for an announcement. I
want to thank Cliff again, along with Gary Matsumoto for making the project
possible.
The Central California Dharma School Teachers League is sponsoring the 2011
Federation of Dharma School Teachers Leagues meeting in Fresno at the end of
April/beginning of May. The theme is being connected. I hope that the teachers
attending the conference learn great things to help teach the Dharma in more
meaningful ways. This meeting also provides the warning to all of our teachers
that next year’s conference is ours! It promises to break new ground again, and
be fun in the process.
We are always looking for workshop facilitators and workshop ideas from our
temple members. If you want to participate, please contact me. Drop a message
for me at the church office!
Wanted: Upper Division Dharma School teachers to help team teach 7th and
8th grade classes! As a team teacher, the requirement will likely be less than
half of the Sundays during the term. If you are interested to teach, and learn at
the same time, please contact me!
In Gassho,
Ken Furukawa

DONATIONS

Dharma School “Courtyard” gratefully acknowledges donations from the
following:
Gladys Adachi
Lynnie Goishi
Ruth Hayashi
Steve Hiromoto
Sam & Grace Ito
Tak Ito
Richard Kai & Family
Mae Kaneko
Joy & Shig Kihara

GIRL SCOUTS
SHIRLEY GEE
SENIORS 2

Gayle Kono
Reiko Kurahara
Mahoroba
Emmie Makishima
Gerald & Diane Muranaka
Eleanor Nobuye
Mary Orite
Molly Oto

Russell Oto/Oto’s
Marketplace
Eileen Otsuji
Hiroko Takamoto
Tomi Tanaka
Emi Watanabe
Ray Yamamoto
Sueko Yamashita
Fusaye Yokoyama

F

or a few fun-filled hours on March 18, our Girl Scouts got to travel “round
the world” to explore various countries at the last Troop 569 Thinking Day
Ceremony. The five countries represented were: Ghana, Colombia,
Hungary, Norway and Panama. Each country had a booth manned by four
individual troops, ranging from Daisys to Senior Girl Scouts.
As the girls traveled from “country” to “country” with their passport, they
learned about the culture and history of the country, made craft projects, and
sampled some of the country’s traditional foods. The girls got to sample
yummy treats such as smoked salmon, chocolate crepes and Colombian chicken
and rice dish.
The troops who represented Colombia (Seniors 2, Cadettes 6, Brownies 3, and
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Daisy 1) entertained the crowd with their electrifying performance of the
“Waka Waka Dance” by Shakira.
A fun time was had by all and the girls learned much about the world and
earned a patch. Special thanks to Senior Girl Scouts Taylor Imai and Melanie
Ota for taking the lead on the event. And a big thank you to overall
coordinators Diane Huey and Jennifer Nitta for yet another awesome event.
Orientation Day for interested new Girl Scouts for Troop 569 is scheduled for
Sunday, May 15. Senior Girl Scouts will be available to work and mentor with
the new girls. Spread the word!
April was a fun-packed month for Juniors 1. We took advantage of all the snow
that accumulated in the month of March and took a trip up to Northstar at Lake
Tahoe for some fun in the sun and snow — lots of it! Our troop took a snow
shoeing trek through the woods in the morning — “tubing” in the afternoon,
followed by skating at the Village and making s’mores by the fire! What fun!
In preparing for bridging to Cadettes, we did an overnighter at Camp Fleming
to work on required activities to move up to Cadettes. It was a great teambuilding event and we got to meet girls from other troops, too!
Daisies 2 would like to thank the congregation for supporting our troop’s first
cookie site sale. Everyone’s kindness and generosity made this a positive and
wonderful experience for the girls that they will remember for years to come.
THANK YOU!

CUB SCOUT
PACK 50
GLEN KUMAMOTO

Y

eah! It’s almost summer! Long days, hot weather and lazy days by the
pool! It also means that Pack 50 will be crazy busy as usual!

In April, Pack 50 held its annual Earth Day activity. This eco-friendly event was
chaired by Blake Takaha and David Yasuda. As Dave was away furthering his
Boy Scout training in first aid, Blake organized the Pack 50 boys in a day of
service projects for the boys. The weather was great and the boys had a chance
to walk around and check in on some of their past activities. Thanks go out to
all the parents who were able to bring out tools; it made the job a lot easier!
Pack 50 also got a chance to sail some boats… at our spectacular Raingutter
Regatta! We had an awesome turnout of boys and each one had the opportunity
to race their boat down an actual raingutter filled with water. It was awesome
to see so many cool designs. I want to thank Dale Firth and his entire
committee for doing such a wonderful job. I especially want to thank John and
Stephanie Louie for their contribution of all the food. They donated and
prepared 200 hot dogs for the boys… plus chips… plus Twinkies…
plus cinnamon thingies… plus fresh oranges… plus fresh pineapple… you get
the idea….
Scouting is about giving back and I have never seen a group of parents that
serve as better examples than our parents do! Thank you again for making Pack
50 the best Pack around!
Pack 50 ROCKS!

SPORTS
COMMITTEE
ALAN WU

I

s that May you smell in the air? Or is it something else? May does have a
distinctive aroma about it, but I am not quite sure that this is what it is. May
is the birds chirping, the flowers blooming, the bird-poop landing on my
sleeves, and the pollen going up my nose to make me sneeze. Well, May is May
and it tells us all that we are that much closer to the end of another Dharma
School year, and also:
✔ May is having the Memorial Day holiday.
✔ May is ending school before the Memorial Day holiday in some school
districts.
✔ May is a time to make you keep your attendance above 60 percent for the
next season.
✔ May is a time to prepare for the Central Cal Cobra basketball tournament on
Father’s Day weekend.
✔ May is a time to remember your Mother on Mother’s Day.
✔ May is a time to collect all the basketballs from our coaches.
✔ May is a time to collect the uniforms from the teams.
So if you are a coach and your team is all done for the year, please get your
basketballs back to our equipment coordinator, and if you are a Team Mom,
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and your team is all done for the year, please collect all the uniforms and return
them to Rene Fong, our equipment coordinator.
Enjoy the month of May. Let’s wrap up the loose ends of the basketball season
and keep in mind that if you are planning to participate in next year ’s
basketball program, the attendance numbers for May are used to determine
eligibility for the fall, so keep attending if you want to play.
Also make a notation on your calendar for early in September. Your note
should read: Remember to sign up for the bowling league and go toe to toe or
pin to pin with Rinban Bob. Yes, that is correct, the SBC Bowling League will be
back as must-see TV coming this fall, 2011.
Happy May!

