RB'S CORNER
REV. BOB OSHITA

H

ello… and welcome to the month of September! As we begin the month
of September, we also look back on an eventful and activity-filled
summer. This past summer, we said our “goodbyes” to Reverend Peter
and Aileen, who have retired to Orcas Island, Washington. We thank him for
his five years of service to the Betsuin and know that he is happily fulfilling his
dream of early retirement. This past summer, we also hosted a very successful
10th Annual, one-week long, Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC) Youth Retreat.
Our Betsuin was well-represented by Haley Arakaki, Lyndsie Mark, Kayla
Drexel and Ty Coloma. The retreat ended on our incredible Obon weekend;
with hundreds of dancers here for the Saturday evening Obon Odori… and a
full Hondo on Sunday to observe our annual Obon/Hatsubon Service with
Bishop Kodo Umezu.
This past August, we could not have asked for better weather to have during
our 68th Annual Bazaar. The Bazaar itself was very successful. I would imagine
that at any given moment, there were about 700 people working the Bazaar. But
as many have no doubt heard, we were short-handed for pre-Bazaar
construction; and the turnout for our Monday, post-Bazaar clean-up was so
poor, Reiko and Gladys said to me, “Sensei! This is TERRIBLE!” We really
could have used 30 or 40 more people so that we could have wrapped it up by
the early afternoon… or it would have been huge to have a fresh crew of folks
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)
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coming in after work to help us out. But I’d like to thank the couple of dozen
people who came out and worked so hard that Monday after Bazaar; many
staying until 9 p.m.! Even Don Ishii, at 99 years of age, came out to lend a hand.
With no time to catch our breath, and our bodies still aching from the Bazaar
activity, we hosted the YAC Advanced Training on the weekend right after the
Bazaar! With 14 participants from not only our Betsuin, but Southern Cal,
Central Cal, Bay and Coast District… and even two girls from the Ekoji Temple
in Virginia, it was a meaningful and enjoyable weekend of learning and
friendship.
Now we find ourselves beginning the new Dharma School term together! There
is no doubt that the activity level of our Betsuin is higher than it has ever been.
With this in mind, I’d like to ask in advance for your help in the coming year to
keep our temple going strong!
On a very positive note, I’d like to officially welcome Sensei Koichi Mizushima
onto our staff as our Betsuin New Programs Developer. He will be filling the
position vacated by our previous new programs developer, Reverend Patti. I
also take great pleasure in welcoming Reverend Patti Oshita on board as a fulltime minister of the Betsuin. With Bishop Umezu informing us that there will
be no ministers available to be considered for assignment until at least August
2015, the Board has now officially brought her on board to be recognized as our
Betsuin’s minister. We are now petitioning the Bishop to approve my request to
have Reverend Patti become a full Kaikyoshi Minister. Anyone who has comes
regularly to the temple knows that she has been here working more than fulltime for almost two years, helping to organize the office and organize my life.
As I’ve sometimes joked, “Now she’s my boss at home AND at work….” But I
know that I could not maintain the responsibilities of this Betsuin without her
experienced help and counsel. Everyone, please join me in welcoming them
both to our Betsuin staff.
Looking forward to seeing everyone as the new Dharma School term begins!
Again, please know we really need your help to keep our Betsuin moving
forward toward an even brighter future!
Gratefully,
RB

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE
ROBBIE MIDZUNO

W

elcome to September and the beginning of fall. I hope everyone had a
fun and relaxing summer. The Dharma School and Sunday service
will be back in full swing again starting this month.

Our 68th Annual SBC Bazaar held over the weekend of August 9–10 was a huge
success due to the hard work and dedication from all the volunteers. We had
pleasant weather over the weekend, but it is the volunteers who come out to
help that make it great. I want to thank all the volunteers for taking time away
from your families and friends and giving up your weekend to help out at the
Bazaar. I would especially like to thank all the booth chairs for their leadership
in running their respective booths. I truly appreciate all the selflessness and
dedication that was seen during the Bazaar.
I would like to personally thank Erin Komatsubara, our public information
officer, for getting the word out to the community about our Bazaar. I truly
believe her efforts contributed to the large crowd and the success we had at our
Bazaar this year. Thanks again, Erin for a great job!
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It was disappointing that we did not have more volunteers for the Bazaar
cleanup on Monday, August 11. I apologize that I was only able to stay and
help from 6:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., but would like to thank all the other
volunteers who helped, and a very special thank you to the volunteers who
worked from early morning until late into the evening. I have spoken to
Sherman about this and next year in 2015 we will have volunteers sign up for
the Bazaar’s setup and cleanup crews.
The Sacramento Betsuin had its Youth Advocacy Advanced Training from
August 15–17. A grateful thank you to all the volunteers who helped.
Thank you to everyone for your donations to our Bazaar and golf tournament
raffle prizes. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
On August 20, the SBC had our 5th Annual Golf Tournament at Teal Bend. A
great big thank you to Richard Kai for heading the golf tournament and to his
team and to all the volunteers who helped make the golf tournament another
success.
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Again, I wish to encourage you to come to me to discuss any ideas, issues or
concerns related to our temple as I am always open to your comments.
I hope to see you soon at the Betsuin, and at the Sunday Service.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I want to thank all of you for your
continued support, volunteerism and hard work in keeping our Sacramento
Betsuin the best temple in the BCA.
I would like to share an email I received from Reverend Peter:
August 15, 2014
Dear Robbie and Gordon,
Please pass this email along to our Board of Trustees when you have time.
I would like to thank you again for all of your support and friendship during
my short time at the Betsuin. Thank you also for your very generous gift of
time and money these last three months in order to prepare and move to Orcas,
Washington, and to visit with my family here in California.
The movers made yesterday’s delivery deadline, most things arrived, and I am
very relieved.
My mom had an unexpected surgery in Seattle to remove gall stones, so my
parents were not here for the move, but my neighbors helped me and
everything went as I planned. My parents returned yesterday afternoon, and
she will have her gall bladder removed soon. It will be nice to be able to take
care of her in September after Aileen and I move in. She’s feeling fine right
now.
My life for the last few years has been with you and our Sangha, so leaving
you: my friends and family, will be tough. I won’t be saying many “goodbyes,”
because I’m not good at that from past moves. I’ll be back to Sacramento to
visit, and please know that I am leaving Sacramento a little different than when
I came here. A deeper understanding of Nembutsu Gratitude for the important
things and people in life is one of the many insights that I gained because of
being with you and our Sangha. As a “work in progress,” I’m so grateful for
this and thankful that our paths in life crossed.
I’ll be flying back to Sac. tomorrow and look forward to seeing a lot of you at
the BWA luncheon and the Betsuin golf tournament.
Aileen and I will make our final move to Orcas at the end of the month. I’ll
leave on the 30th, and Aileen will leave on the 31st.
Thank you again for everything.
In Gassho,
Peter

TAMALES
FOR SALE
HIROKO TSUDA

T

he Sacramento Buddhist Women’s Association (SBWA) will be holding a
mouthwatering tamale sale. Presale orders will be available to pick up on
Sunday, October 26, 2014 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Sacramento
Buddhist Church. The tamales are the famous Mary Inouye handmade chicken
tamales with the perfect chili flavor — not too hot and not too mild!
The tamales will cost $1 each. One ticket is priced at $10 for 10 tamales. The
tamales will be available by presale only, so please buy your ticket(s) from any
SBWA board member. You may request ticket(s) by email to Terry Kagiyama,
kintathecat@yahoo.com, or by telephone to either Alice Kataoka, 442-2433, or
Hiroko Tsuda, 427-0890. All orders must be collected by 1 p.m. on the day of
sale. (Not responsible for unclaimed orders.)
This is a fundraiser to help defray the cost of registration fees for delegates,
who will be attending the 16th World Buddhist Women’s Associations
Conference to be held in Canada in May 2015, and other worthy causes.
Volunteer help is always welcome on Saturday, October 25 from 7 a.m. and
Sunday, October 26 from 4 a.m. It is a good time, also, to learn how to make
tamales for your family.
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A

s I sit down to write this month’s article, I see that the Sacramento
Betsuin Bazaar is only three days away. When you read this, the Bazaar
will be another fond memory, and I hope you have all recovered from
what I hope was yet another successful event.
I am totally stoked as I am back on the September SANGHA article schedule and
able to write again about one of my all-time favorite topics, the BCA’s Youth
Advocacy Committee (YAC), Summer Youth Retreat… or what we called YAC
10! That’s right! This past July brought us to our 10th YAC retreat.
When planning for the first retreat
began 13 years ago, we wanted this
experience to be challenging and
unlike any current retreat. We wanted
to provide the participants with just a
glimpse of what we went through
during Tokudo ordination in Japan.
We wanted the focus to be on
education and learning about
participating and leading services. We
wanted to provide educational topics
that would provide a strong
fundamental base to these young
Buddhists, and while challenging and
demanding, we knew that this format
would develop bonds between the
participants — not just the bonds of
friendship, but — as Dharma Buddies
whose bond was the shared
experience and challenges that very
few others had.
During the YAC 10 week, the participants led more than 11 services and
learned to lead chanting, set up the altar, ring the kansho, and develop and
present a dharma talk. They attended classes on the Basics of Buddhism, life
and teachings of Shinran Shonin, and What is Nembutsu? They were also
fortunate to tour the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley, the Buddhist Churches of
America (BCA) headquarters and San Francisco Buddhist Church, and even
participate in a short service in the stuppa on top of the SF Temple… chanting
Juseige alongside ashes of the historical Buddha and his disciples Mogallana
(remember the story of obon), and Shariputra.
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Since that first group came to Sacramento in 2005, we have had 109 participants
come through the program! The first group of 15–18 year-olds are now 25–28
years old! College life is complete for many, and many are well on the path to
their chosen careers. We have one who will be a BCA minister in the next year
or so, and we are starting to see the older participants now return home to their
home temples or find new ones in new cities where their jobs have taken
them… but also searching out roles of leadership in the temples and becoming
organization leaders.
While each retreat is certainly full of lessons of oneness and change, what has
really left an impression with me over these past 10 years is a reminder of my
own attachments and how I like to hold on to things that by their nature…
change. Each and every year, we have hosted this retreat using similar format
and schedule. In early February, retreat flyers go out to all BCA temples and the
application process is outlined for those interested. We have used the same
entry criteria for each of the 10 years and draw from many of the same BCA
temples. So of course, I expect the next retreat group to be the same or
similar… even wanting to hold on to prior groups’ personalities that have come
before. But this again is attachment and not recognizing change.
Each group is a living and ever-changing entity. The individuals become a
team, yet each team has its own personality… one that even changes during the
week. I know that I should have given up years ago trying to figure how group
members will react to each other, and I am slowly learning to simply let each
group come together, grow, support, help each other, and develop on their
own. The group dynamic, in and of itself, is a great reminder of change and the
need to let it go… remember the past groups and simply enjoy the ride of the
current retreat.
Each year these retreats leave Team Betsuin exhausted and yet invigorated and
excited about this program, the youth participants, and the enthusiasm this
program develops toward Buddhism. Hope to see you all in September 2015,
talking about YAC 11!
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M

onday, July 7, 2014 marked the first day of the 10th YAC retreat. I still
remember the feeling of excited anticipation building inside of me
while I prepared to leave that morning. Friends who participated in
past YACs expressed how excited they were for me in the weeks leading up to
YAC10 and I had heard their many positive experiences, yet so much was an
unknown. I was excited about the knowledge I would gain and hopeful that the
other 10 participants wanted to be at YAC as much as I did.
I strongly feel that the 11 of us made some sort of connection with one another
when we all met for the first time. We were all friendly and found ways to
show our personalities and make small talk as we worked on our banner,
despite struggling a little with the many “K” names and drawing an even oval
for the ojuzu that would be the 0 in “YAC10.” Although a deeper relationship
was yet to develop, the foundation was there and we only grew closer and
more comfortable with one another throughout the week.
We were challenged to work together as a team to learn and grow. Our week
was packed full with workshops, practicing chanting, running daily services,
understanding the traditions of Buddhism, discussion sessions, and simply
living together. We had individual roles to uphold as well as a responsibility to
support one another.
One of the many meaningful aspects of YAC was hearing everyone’s Dharma
talk. Each revealed something about the speaker, what inspires them, what is
important to them, and what they value. Writing and delivering my first
“Howa” presented me with the challenge of sharing a message that reflected
Buddhism in my life. After being hardwired by four years of high school
English to write assertively and articulately, I did not need to focus heavily on
rhetoric conventions, structure, and eloquence. I did not need to write to please
a teacher or cater to a grading panel. I needed only to simply write in order to
talk with my audience, YAC10 and the Board of Trustees. Presenting my Howa
was one of the many gratifying moments of the week.
The 11 of us quickly discovered that the bond we share is special and
unbreakable. Our name, “X-Factor,” reflects how unique each of us are, but
how close we’ve become as a group and how much we care for one another.
Although I did not travel far to get to YAC, the world outside the Betsuin
seemed so distant. The temple has been like a home away from home to me for
nearly all my life, but never had it felt more like a home than that week. Saying
goodbye (for now) to my YAC family, my DBFLs (Dharma Buddies For Life),
was so hard, but I realized how lucky I am that parting was so difficult and
emotional for us. Those seven days were over all too soon; however, I am
confident we will remain close, wherever our paths take us.
YAC10 will always have a special place in my heart and is an experience I will
remember with an ear-to-ear smile. The support of the Betsuin community
truly shows the importance of the YAC program, and I cannot wait to see it
continue. YAC10 would not have happened were it not for the countless efforts
of the BCA YAC Committee; Team Betsuin; Reiko, Gladys, and crew; and
Rachel Nagai, Ellen Ito and their sewing crew… and of course the support of
Bishop Umezu. And of course, YAC10 would not have been the same without
my X-Factor Dharma buddies. Thank you all so much for such a special week!

2014 YAC
RETREAT

TY COLOMA
(SACRAMENTO
BETSUIN)

T

he Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC) retreat… Where to start? This
year’s YAC retreat was a fun and life changing experience for me. When I
first registered for this retreat, I thought it would be hardcore Buddhism
boot camp. But after the first day, I noticed this was also going to be a fun place
to be at. Throughout the retreat, I learned a lot about Buddhism and also a lot
about me and what I’m capable of. During the week it seemed like there was
constant classes on chanting, practicing temple etiquette, and Buddhism, but
they were all fun activities that kept me involved with the teachings.
Attending the YAC retreat was an opportunity I couldn’t turn down. I learned a
lot throughout the week and can recall most of the week. But I admit that
fatigue got to me. While attending YAC, there were at least two classes a day
that taught meaningful information to use in my life. Then at nights there were
teen discussions with all of the kids guided by Sensei Koichi. That’s where we
made the best friendships. I can’t forget the discussions we had in that room.
We laughed a lot and made connections and knew that we could relate to each
other. There was one night where a topic came up in teen discussion but when
it became late, our facilitator ended the session. We decided to go upstairs and
use an empty room and continued the discussion and we stayed up until 5:30
in the morning. That night/day, we all only had an hour-and-a-half of sleep,
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but in morning service, I had so much adrenaline energy that I looked WIDE
awake. That was a good lesson though because now I know that the less sleep I
have the more I’ll be asking for nap time.
This retreat was fun, but it wouldn’t have been possible without the support of
the entire Betsuin, especially Team Betsuin and the cooking crew. The retreat
was only possible with the time and effort that our instructors took out of their
schedules. I would like to thank all of them for helping to make this retreat
possible.
If anyone of high school age has the opportunity to attend YAC, I highly
recommend it. It may sound hard and a lot of work, but by the time you get
done with YAC, you’ll want to go another week. Participating in the Youth
Advocacy Committee Retreat was a great experience. If you are interested in
attending YAC, don’t just think about the amount of Buddhism you will learn,
but also the many different friendships and opportunities this retreat can open
up for you. Once you start the retreat, you’ll never regret it.

T

he members of the Betsuin choir are happy, actually ecstatic, to announce
that Alice Kurotori will be staying on as our director. Alice graduated
with a bachelor ’s degree in music from the College of the Pacific,
Conservatory of Music (now known as the University of the Pacific) in
Stockton. She donated her beloved Yamaha parlor grand piano that is proudly
housed in the hondo. Alice has a wealth of musical knowledge and experience
leading choirs.

BETSUIN
CHOIR

Please be aware that articles
for the SANGHA are due on
the 15th of each month.
Late articles will be
published in the following
month's issue.
When sending articles by email, please send e-mail to:
vibrocount@lanset.com
with a cc to:
betsuinoffice@gmail.com
and inform the church
office at 446-0121. Please
include the author's name.
Thank you.

When the Betsuin choir was preparing its individual presentation for the 2014
Choir Festival, the members chose a difficult Japanese song that Alice termed
“counterpoint.” In music, “counterpoint” is the relationship between voices
that are interdependent harmonically, yet independent in rhythm and contour.
Alice came to the rescue. She spent countless hours rehearsing the individual
parts, then making the group musically sound just in time for the Choir
Festival. Thank you, Alice!
Choir practices will resume in the fall. We will be adding new songs to our
repertoire, so it’s like starting from scratch. If you’re interested, this will be a
wonderful time to join. We welcome everyone! Please contact the church office
for contact information.
We would like to thank the following donors for their monetary contributions
to the choir:
Mike & Rachel Nagai
Tomoko Matsuda (Placer temple)
Kaz Yoshida (Placer temple)
Fresno Betsuin Choir
In Harmony and Gassho,
Sacramento Betsuin Choir

AFTERNOON LECTURE
WITH REV. TETS UNNO
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2014
2 P.M.–3:30 P.M.
CLASSROOMS

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF SACRAMENTO
2401 RIVERSIDE BLVD.
SACRAMENTO, CA 95818
(916) 446–0121
Please sign up in the Temple office.
Questions? Contact Reverend Patti at revpattibetsuin@gmail.com.
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HAPPY
GRAND–
PARENT'S
DAY!

C
DHARMA
SCHOOL
NEWS

VALERIE FONG,
SUPERINTENDENT
DHARMA SCHOOL

ome join us on Sunday, September 14, 9:30 a.m. service. Activities
following in the kaikan (gym). Any questions, please contact Reverend
Patti, revpattibetsuin @gmail.com
FAMILY TREE
FAMILY QUESTIONNAIRE
GREETING CARDS
GENERATION PHOTOS

H

ello everyone: It’s September and the start of the new 2014–15 Dharma
School term! To prepare for the new term, we had a teacher “kick-off”
dinner meeting on August 19. Our Dharma School teachers, TAs, and
cabinet are ready and looking forward to a great year!
We need a 7th grade teacher! Our teaching assignments are in place for all
grades except 7th grade. Please consider becoming a Dharma School teacher —
perhaps as a co-teacher or as part of a team-teaching approach. If you are
interested, please contact Valerie Fong via email at iprsrv@sbcglobal.net.
Below are important dates for the initial first weeks of the new term.
Sunday, September 7: Dharma Service at 9:30 a.m.; student registration in the
kaikan immediately following service. No Dharma School class.
Sunday, September 14: Dharma Service at 9:30 a.m.; student registration
continues in the kaikan immediately after service; and then Grandparent’s Day
Celebration, also in the kaikan. No Dharma School class. Grandparent’s Day (in
the United States, this day is traditionally celebrated on the first Sunday after
Labor Day) is an observance to show appreciation and express love to our
grandparents through thoughtful words, kind actions, and by creating special
memories. Everyone is invited to participate in the activities on September 14,
which will include completing a family tree, answering a questionnaire,
making a greeting card, and taking a generation photo. Please plan to stay for
this special event!
Sunday, September 21: Fall Ohigan Service beginning at 9:30 a.m.; Dharma
School class immediately following service in the classrooms.

Rev. Bob Oshita
428-9833

Rev. Patti Oshita
428-9833

Other News: Our annual Bazaar, held on August 9 and 10, was one of the best
Bazaars ever! We appreciate the hard work of our wonderful Dharma School
families and friends who came out to help in the outdoor eating area. Thank
you so much! And, a very big “thank you” to Reverend Patti Oshita, Mervin
and Carol Tamai, Gary Matsumoto, Bob Tokunaga, Emily and NaOmi
Furukawa, and friends from the Marysville Buddhist Church — you all did a
great job of getting the outdoor eating area ready for our guests. Thank you to
EVERYONE!
Special “Thank you!” We would like to take this opportunity to express our
gratitude and appreciation to Dr. Ken Furukawa for his many years of
dedicated service as Dharma School superintendent. He has been an active part
of our Dharma School and we are grateful for his commitment and hard work.
Thank you, Ken!
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V

enture Crew 50 had another great month. Adam Shintaku advanced to
the Eagle Scout rank. Adam’s Eagle service project was designing and
planting a new garden landscape on the corner of Quinn Alley and
Riverside Blvd. under the guidance of Assistant Scoutmaster Jeff Tsuroka.
Adam’s mother, Ms. Trisha Wong, was a huge help to our first-ever boba drink
counter. The demand for boba was high! It was insane! Can you believe that we
sold out on boba and iced coffee at 3 p.m. two days in a row? Also, we sold out
on our Thai tea, and passion fruit juice on the second day down to the last
drop. Mr. Mickey Bennett guided our huge Bazaar recycling effort. We could
not have done it without you and our dedicated parents. Thank you all for your
support of our Bazaar efforts.
Did any of you miss out? Should we think about sharing with boba after a
Sunday service? Tell Reiko if you want this treat and Crew 50 help to make it
happen. We could not have done this without guidance from our Committee
Chair Mr. Bob Tanaka.
We celebrated the 21st birthday of former Crew President Kelly Phang, who is
finishing her studies at the University of California, Davis. Now that Kelly has
aged out, she’s interested in serving as an assistant adviser and guide.
We now welcome two new members of the Venture Crew. First is Allison
Tanaka ,who is Troop 50 Eagle Scout Steven Tanaka’s sister and also registered
as a Girl Scout in Troop 569. The other one is Sarah Ngyuen, who is sister of
Troop 50 Life Scout Justin Ngyuen. Both young women are very active and
helped out well for our boba stand. Both of these girls have shown a good
example of what we can do.
In September, we are headed to Camp Lassen for the all Venture Crew Shooting
Sports weekend. The highlights include two giant catapults, archery, black
powder, rifle, and trap.
Venture Crew is open to young men and women ages 14–20. We invite you to
come out, explore, and have some fun. Text or call (916) 320-7885.

GIRL SCOUTS
KAE TANAMACHI

C

adettes 2 went on their third annual camping trip to Donner Memorial
State Park during the first weekend in August. The girls went
“geocaching” around the state park and found hidden cache sites. Using
smartphones equipped with the GPS function turned on and an app from
geocaching.com, the troop used GPS to lock in on hidden cache sites. Stephanie,
Allison, Sarah H, Sarah U, Julia, and Josephine set up and ran their own
campsite. Leaders Sandy and Samantha (and their families), longtime Eagle
Scouts Bobby and Mark enjoyed camping at the adjacent campsite, enjoying
gourmet meals outdoors. Due to nonstop rain, which started right after
midnight, they broke up camp a day early, packed all their wet gear and
headed home. While their annual camping trip was cut short by a day, they had
a great time camping, even in the rain!
All the Girl Scouts are looking forward to another exciting year of adventures
and sisterhood beginning this fall.

SPORTS
COMMITTEE
ALAN WU

F

or those of you who went away for the summer… Welcome back! And for
those of you who never left… How you doin’? We hope you all made it
out to the Bazaar last month as an attendee, and we certainly hope our
sports families made it out to their assigned work shifts!
This year turned out to be one of the best Bazaar weekends we have had in a
while. The temperature was around the low to mid-90s, so it was perfect for
being outside and eating and drinking good food and nice cool beverages and/
or snow cones. One of the year’s biggest surprises was the new iced coffee boba
booth. All weekend there was a line in front of this booth; no, not the neverending chicken type of line, but a line of 6–10 people constantly throughout the
weekend, so this new booth proved to be a winner for the customers, church
and the Venture Scouts. Another surprise was the teriyaki sandwich line. This
year, even before the official opening, the line snaked around and went into the
main building and down the hall toward the kaikan. It was kinda a traffic jam,
but nevertheless was amazing!
What is truly amazing is that summer is over, and Dharma School is about to
begin and with those two events, we gear up for the next basketball season. So,
if you participated last year, you should have gotten an email about the Early
Bird Registration going on NOW until September 7. The Early Bird option is
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designed to get a jump on our team formation, so that our teams can settle in
and hopefully participate in the Bay Area fall tournaments. These tournaments
are usually skipped due to the fact that our teams are just not ready to hit the
road and jump into tournament mode. Maybe the fall tournaments are not in
our cards, but we will make the effort to participate.
So, register now and be an Early Bird, or come to church service on September
7 and 14 and register then, AND also pick up 2 extra credit days! Those extra
credit days may become very valuable later in this season. Remember, to
remain a participant in good standing, attendance to church service and
Dharma class MUST be greater than 60%. Even with today’s new math, 60%
equates to getting a “D” grade. A “D”? Are you serious? We all can do better
than that!
We will see you on September 7 for our first day of Dharma School, first extra
credit day and first non-early-bird sports registration.

NOTES FROM
THE OFFICE

2014 HATSUMAIRI SERVICE (FIRST SERVICE) ––
SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

H

atsumairi represents the first opportunity for parents or grandparents
to bring infants who were born during the previous year to our Temple.
Not only are children introduced to the sangha, they are introduced to
the Dharma traditions for the fist time.
Please look for the Application Form for our Infant Presentation Service, found
elsewhere in this newsletter! Complete and submit to the Betsuin Office no
later than September 14. We look forward to seeing your little ones on
September 21!
RESERVING MEETING SPACE

Once again, the beginning of the new program year is upon us! For our
Betsuin-sponsored and affiliated organizations, PLEASE be sure to submit your
reservation requests (for a single gathering OR a recurring meeting!) as soon as
your planning allows. As you know, we have a very active and BUSY Temple,
so it’s best not to assume that there will be an empty room for you to use
when you arrive. PLEASE PLAN AHEAD!
By the same token, if you have reserved a room and your meeting is canceled
or moved to another location, please be sure to let us know so that we can free
that space up for someone else to use.
Youth Organization Leaders/Advisors – If your youth participants are
responsible for scheduling their own rooms, PLEASE pass this information
along to them.
CORRECTION TO BETSUIN CALENDAR

Please note that in November, although Veteran’s Day falls on a Tuesday, the
Betsuin will be closed on Monday, November 10, 2014, in observance of this
special day to honor our veterans.

HATSUMAIRI
INFANT
PRESENTATION
SERVICE

H

atsumairi literally means “first service” and represents the first
opportunity for parents or grandparents to bring infants who were
born during the previous year to our Temple. Not only are the children
introduced to the sangha; they are introduced to the Dharma traditions for the
first time.

APPLICATION FORM

INFANT PRESENTATION SERVICE – HATSUMAIRI
SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

Name of Child _________________________________________________________
(Last)
(First)
(Middle)
Child’s name in Japanese ______________________________________ (If known)
Birthdate ________________________________________________ ❑Boy ❑Girl
Parent (Father) ________________________________________________________
Parent (Mother) ________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code ___________________________________________________
Please complete and submit to the Betsuin Office by September 14. Thank you!
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Condolences to
the Families of:
Fuyuko Blossom Ikemoto ........November 5, 1924 – July 21, 2014
Frances Yoshiko Kawada ...... September 12, 1920 – July 29, 2014

