RB'S CORNER
REV. BOB OSHITA

H

ello and welcome to the month of September! Just wanted to let you
know that Reverend Patti and I are still here! After announcing in the
August SANGHA of our plans to retire at the end of July in 2016, there
have been a few folks who have come up to us and asked, “You’re still here? I
thought you retired!” Not yet. We will still be here with the Betsuin through
July of NEXT year.
We only announced last month because the Bishop asked for a one-year
notice… and once he had our official notification, it should be public
knowledge.
As I shared last month, when we assessed the very full calendar of activities
here at the Betsuin, we realized there would never be a perfect time to retire.
But after much consideration, we felt that the end of July in 2016, would be best
for the continuity of the many Betsuin programs.
So we are going to enjoy and fully complete what will be our 32nd Dharma
School term with the Best Dharma School Program in the World! We will also
be able to enjoy hosting another Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC) Summer
Youth Retreat; and a full cycle of major services, ending with the meaningful
service, Obon-Hatsubon.
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)
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We are looking forward to starting the new Dharma School term this month!
Our Sacramento Betsuin Dharma School Program for the 2015–2016 term will
begin on Sunday, September 13, 2015. On that first Dharma School Sunday, we
will also be celebrating “GRANDPARENTS’ DAY!” So kids, bring your
grandparents, and grandparents, bring your grandchildren… and come to this
first Dharma School Service!
We will have special interactive-intergenerational activities in the Kaikan
following the service… so let’s all come out and make this a successful special
day for all grandparents and their grandchildren!
We are looking forward to seeing everyone through the whole year ahead.
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement!
Gratefully,
RB (… and Reverend Patti too…)

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE:
MONTH NINE
GORDON NITTA

C

ongratulations! Our 69th Annual Bazaar was an amazing success. All of
us pulled together to put on another fantastic Bazaar. Sherman Iida, the
Bazaar chair and Robbie Midzuno, Bazaar co-chair, our fearless leaders,
led us through the two-day event, including the three weeks of preparation
prior to the Bazaar.
Thanks to all of you for selfless volunteerism, not just for the Bazaar, but for the
entire temple-related events. The revenue generated from the Bazaar and your
generous donations have enabled us to cover temple operating costs, replace
six air conditioner/heater units (HVACs), replace wooden trellis with metal
covered structure, purchase and install permanent parking lot and courtyard
lighting, and improve temple security systems. Those are just a few of the
recent improvements to the temple. The most important thing that those dollars
go to is the continued education of our Jodo Shinshu youth and young adults,
not only at our temple, but also registration and travel fees for events at other
temples and the Jodo Shinshu Center.
Have you read or heard about last month’s S ANGHA? Yes, it’s true that this time
next year, we will be starting a new era in the history of the Sacramento
Betsuin. It’s hard to believe that not only will Rinban Bob be retiring, but also
Reverend Patti. It will be up to all of us to ensure that the temple’s future is as
successful as it was with the Oshitas.
We began laying the initial groundwork for Rinban Bob’s retirement over a
year ago: correspondence, verbal and written, with Bishop Umezu, looking at
possible Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) ministers as a replacement and
even looking beyond the BCA (Canada and Hawaii). We formed an expanded
Ministerial Succession Committee to try to ensure a smooth transition. The
committee has taken a proactive approach to replacing Rinban Bob by not
waiting to see what minister or ministers will be offered to us. We have made a
list and talked to individuals ourselves. Last month we invited Bishop Aoki of
Canada to the temple to see if he and his family would be a good fit for our
Betsuin as our next Rinban. The visit also gave the Bishop and his family an
opportunity to weigh all the factors involved in a move from Vancouver,
Canada to Sacramento, California. I am writing this article before their visit, so
I will report the outcome in next month’s SANGHA.

SACRAMENTO
BUDDHIST
WOMEN'S
ASSOCIATION
KEIKO JEAN
KASHIWADA

T

he Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association (SBWA) has been
busy since our last meeting in July. We did not have an August SBWA
Board meeting to allow our Board members to participate in the Bazaar
preparation and set-up activities.

AUGUST 8 & 9: 69TH ANNUAL FOOD &
CULTURAL BAZAAR

Thank you to all SBWA members, their families and friends who helped in the
sushi preparation and sales. A big thank you goes to Lynn Kurahara and Irene
Takeda for again chairing the sushi preparation and a thank you to all of you
who came to the clean up the following Monday. And… Congratulations to the
SBWA ladies and their families who won raffle prizes!
FROM PRESIDENT FUSAKO TAKAHASHI

We had a few days of prep work prior to the actual dates and the we would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those who came out to help: 7/15 – vinegar cooking; 7/17
– kampyo cutting; and 8/7 – dashi prep, age cutting and boiling, kampyo and shiitake
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washing and soaking and pre-boiling the takenoko. Specifically, we thank the men who
washed and cooked the rice for the sushi. Thank you to Virginia Uchida for chairing the
kaikan set-ups on the nights before so that we may begin our work early in the
morning. Our deepest gratitude goes to ALL OF YOU for giving up your “sleep time”
and for your unselfish contributions to make this event a success for our temple.

Photo by Utako Kimura
The SBWA Board would like to thank Shirley Kato for again chairing the everpopular Craft Booth with its wide variety of skillfully made crafts, which
included the beautiful quilt that was made and donated by Kathy TanakaHenry and raffled off in the Craft Booth. Thank you also to Gerry Tsukiji, who
donated all of the Precious Moments items, including the Japanese Girls Day
set, which was also raffled off in the Craft Booth.
SHIRLEY KATO'S REPORT

Rev. Bob Oshita
428-9833

Rev. Patti Oshita
428-9833

The craft booth had a very successful weekend at this year’s Bazaar. Thank you to the
following volunteers who generously donated the craft items, led one of the classes,
helped make the crafts, and/or worked a shift (or more) in the booth: Misao Abe, Gladys
Adachi, Mary Amemiya, Nora Bacchus, Kimi Burns, Joan Curry, Amy Dote, Mitzi
Erath, Sherry Fujii, Brianna Fujimoto, Masako Fukuda, Janis Furuta, Tessie Goi,
Naomi Hamamoto, Sally Hamatake, Nancy Hashimoto, Darlene Hayashi, Meriko
Hoshida, Judy Inaba, Randall Ishida, Emily Ishii, Yvonne Ishimoto, Ellen Ito, Nancy
Ito, Phyllis Iwasaki, JoAnn Jung, Terry Kagiyama, Hazel Kamada, Keith Kato, Shirley
Kato, Toshi Kawamura, Yumiko Kitade, Toshie Kobata, Jane Komure, Emi Koshimizu,
Lynn Kurahara, Reiko Kurahara, Sylvia Lau, Erin Lew, Grace Lew, Sue Louie, Bridget
Morisaki, Peggy Mori, Randy Mori, Carolyn Murai, Janice Muraki, Diane Muranaka,
Rachel Nagai, Jane Nakagawa, Loleen Nakano, Grace Nakao, Barbara Nakatomi,
Joanne Nishimura, Nancy Noguchi, Michiko Okamoto, Misa Oshiro, Jean Ota, Lauren
Otani, Linda Otani, Joan Ouchida, Erika Rodea, Romy Ropp, Helen Sakaishi, Sharon
Saruwatari, Faye Sasaki, Dorothy Sasamoto, Sachiko Sawada, Helen Sekikawa, Mari
Lynn Shimamoto, Gloria Smith, Susie Strom, Yaeko Tademaru, Fusako Takahashi,
Jenny Takahashi, Irene Takeda, Jane Tamano, Beverly Tanaka, Kathy Tanaka Henry,
Kazue Tanaka, Kiyo Tanaka, Geraldine Tsukiji, Virginia Uchida, Colleen Warner,
Donna Wong, Kathy Yamamoto, Satsuki Yamamoto, Sueko Yamashita, Elaine
Yoshikawa, and Sandy Yuki.
The SBWA Board would also like to thank the many other SBWA and church
members who donated items anonymously to the craft booth. All of you make
the SBWA Craft Booth a popular attraction. Another thank you goes to Kiyo
Tanaka, who donated some “gently used” aprons to the SBWA. They are stored
in the SBWA linen closet, so if you forget to bring an apron, please feel free to
use one of the aprons donated by Kiyo. Thank you very much, Kiyo!
UPCOMING SBWA EVENT

Reserve this date: October 18, 2015 (Eitaikyo Service Sunday), 12:30 p.m.,
Kaikan. Sponsored by: SBWA Board. Details to follow.
Sensei Koichi Mizushima
704-1493
bkmizu@gmail.com

Our next SBWA meeting will be on September 9.
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remember spending my summers in Japan when I was younger. We would
visit our relatives and stay with them for an entire month. It was a
wonderful and carefree time.

There was this amazing street market within walking distance of my
grandmother’s house. The streets were lined with shops, food stands, and
vending machines. I’ve never seen so many vending machines just sitting on
the street, but they were everywhere in Japan.
My favorite vendor was the man who sold yakisoba. Yakisoba is a noodle dish
with vegetables and meat. He would cook it on this large flat top griddle that
was right next to the window. He would throw the noodles up on the window
as we walked by so we could watch them slide down back onto the griddle. I
know that sounds totally gross now, but it was the coolest thing in the world
when we were little.
When it was time to go to bed, we would all find a spot on the tatami floor and
lie down. The summers in Japan are very hot and humid. And after a long day
of fun and exploring, it was hard to settle down and fall asleep. The thick and
hot air lay upon us like a blanket that preventing us from cooling off. There
was only one fan in the room and it was set to oscillate so everyone could–feel
the air. When the fan blew on you, it felt like a refreshing breeze cooling your
entire body. You tried to savor every moment that fan was blowing on you
because you knew after a few seconds it would move on. And within moments
it would pass. It felt like an eternity before the fan began its cycle back toward
you again.
This is just like life. We are always striving to find relief from our discomfort.
Although the struggles of everyday life are always upon us, there are moments
of joy and pleasure that find us as well. And these moments of joy don’t last
forever. They come and they go.
But without these challenges and discomforts, you could never appreciate the
joys and pleasures in life. The cool air brings us pleasure because there is hot
air making us uncomfortable.
So remember, like the oscillating fan, our joys and pleasures in life are
constantly coming and going. So remember to feel gratitude for all the things
that bring you joy — no matter how small or large they are. They are all
something to be deeply grateful for. It is the suffering and discomfort that make
our joys and pleasures have meaning.

LEGACY
ENDOWMENT
FUND
RUTH SEO

T

he Legacy Endowment Fund Board (LEFB) wishes to acknowledge the
very generous donations of Henry and Dora Shigaki on the 50th
anniversary of their daughter’s passing; Fumie and James Satake
Family; and Harley and Judy Inaba of North American Foods. Thank you for
helping ensure the continued success of the Sacramento Betsuin through your
giving.
In August 2008, I submitted the following article giving a brief background on
the Legacy Endowment Fund. In the seven years following, through
fundraising activities and generous donations and bequests, the fund has
grown substantially. Through the investment interest generated, LEFB has
funded many worthy projects, including:
• ministerial training classes;
• Tokudo and Kyoshi ordination in Kyoto;
• YAC students at the annual retreat and follow-up workshops;
• 2014 Choir Festival;
• workshops and seminars, including health, finance, wellness, safety, Buddhist education; and
• the Program Development ministerial position.
From a modest start-up fund, the Legacy Endowment Fund has come a long
way in 15 years.
AUGUST 2008 SANGHA NEWSLETTER ARTICLE
BY RUTH SEO

T

he Legacy Endowment Fund theme, “Okagesama,” reminds us that we
enjoy the benefits of many wonderful advantages today because of
individuals who gave their time, talents, and effort to make these things
possible. The Legacy Endowment Fund exists today because of the vision and
pioneering efforts of many committee members who spent countless hours
laying the groundwork so that the fund could become a reality. With the feeling
of Okagesama, we wish to acknowledge and thank those who worked to make
this possible.
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In 2001, Reverend Kosho Yukawa led the effort for the establishment of the
endowment fund as it was his dream to create a means by which funds could
be generated to ensure the continued success of the Sacramento Buddhist
Church. Under the chairmanship of Aileen Nishio, the first group was the
Betsuin’s Board of Trustees Planning and Evaluation Committee, composed of
Reverend Yukawa, Valerie Fong, Akio Seo and Mark Umeda, with Sherman Iida
and Mike Nagai giving advisory support. Their hard work developed the basic
purposes, concepts, and parameters for the fund.
In June 2002, a new Board committee chaired by Wayne Kurahara joined the
existing committee and added Richard Kai, Curtis Ishii and Thomas Okamoto
to the group. They worked on the mission statement, bylaws, policies, brochure
and fundraising ideas. In April 2005, the Board of Trustees approved the
Mission Statement and Bylaws, which made it possible to create an
independent Endowment Fund Board. Wayne chaired two golf tournaments
through the Sacramento Adult Buddhist Association that raised more than
$35,000 for the endowment fund.
The first Legacy Endowment Fund Board was initially chaired by Bobby
Tanaka. He was succeeded by Ted Yoshimura, who is presently the chairman.
Others serving on the first board include Valerie Fong, Mark Umeda, Hank
Nishikawa, Ken Furukawa, Marcia Matsuda, Ruth Seo, Allan Hoshida and
Kelvin Mark. Joyce Sahara recently filled the vacancy left by Hank Nishikawa.
Reverend Bob and Derek Seo have helped in advisory capacities. Major
accomplishments have been the production of the brochure and the
informational packet distributed to the sangha, selection of the fund
investment manager, informational workshops, funding guidelines, and
supporting the Minister Assistants Program Kyoshi Ordination as the first
recipients of the Legacy Endowment Fund.
Special recognition goes to Valerie Fong and Mark Umeda, who have
steadfastly served on the committees since the initial organization in 2001 to
the present date. Valerie has kept the minutes for many years and Mark shares
his legal expertise.
The journey over the past seven years has resulted in the successful creation of
the Legacy Endowment Fund, which generates funds through the interest
earned on long-term investments. Your donations help the fund grow and will
help realize the goals and dreams of keeping the Sacramento Betsuin strong
and vibrant for years to come. With gratitude and much appreciation to all who
have and continue to contribute, the spirit of Okagesama lives on as we “Honor
the Past, Continue the Legacy, and Shape the Future” through the Legacy
Endowment Fund.

S

ince 2008, the following chairmen have led the LEFB: Allan Hoshida,
Richard Kai, Kelvin Mark, and Gordon Nitta. New committee members
Sandy Tokunaga and Martin Tokunaga filled positions for those who
finished their terms. The unselfish dedication of all who have served on the
LEFB has laid a solid foundation to realize the dream started by Reverend
Yukawa. Thank you for the continued support from the Betsuin community.

YOUTH
ADVOCACY
COMMITTEE
(YAC)
RETREAT
PARTICIPANTS
REPORT ON
EXPERIENCE

KELLIE LEE

I

have been attending the Sacramento Buddhist Church my whole life and
have been an active member of Jr. YBA, so when I was invited to apply for
the YAC program, I took the opportunity as a chance to become more
engaged in the Buddhist culture and meet new friends who share the same
beliefs as me. I was so excited when I found out I was chosen to attend, because
I felt that this would be a good way to stay involved with YBA even when I am
away at college.
The first day of the retreat was a little awkward when we were all meeting each
other, since we were all shy to leave our comfort zones and talk to new people.
We were divided into Tobans (aka our “families”), and learned to work
together in friendly competitions, preparing dinner, doing workshops, hosting
services, and even creating an original dance which we performed together at
Obon. Each day we would have at least four services, and everyone was
expected to work together with their Toban in order to perfect at least one
service by the end of the week.
We bonded on our trip to San Francisco, where we visited the San Francisco
Buddhist Temple and the BCA, and even met Bishop Umezu. But overall, our
experience wouldn’t have been complete without the memorable trip to Old
Sac, where we bought matching shirts and snapped some pictures that would
last a lifetime.
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As the week progressed I watched us go from an awkward group of strangers
who didn’t even know each others’ names, to a group of crazy friends who
found out that they had more in common than just Buddhism. Each one of us
developed friendships that would last a lifetime, while also learning to be
mindful of our actions.
I am extremely grateful to have been able to experience this with my YAC 11
Shaka-Muni Buddha Buddies, and to everyone for making the week such a
memorable experience for me.
Thank you to the reverends and ministers who taught us our Buddhist
etiquette, Reiko and her crew for the delicious meals every day, the helpers
who did all the behind-the-scenes work, and last but not least, my DBFL’s
(Dharma Buddies For Life) teaching me to appreciate every moment and live
life with my dharma eyes open.
KRISTINE YABUMOTO

W

hen I had heard about participating in the YAC Retreat, I was honestly
really excited. Just a few months ago I had been really getting
interested in Buddhism and the ideas valued by those who followed
this way of life. I was also excited because while church was not in session
during the summertime, this was a way for me to stay in touch with the
temple.
Please be aware that articles
for the SANGHA are due on
the 15th of each month.
Late articles will be
published in the following
month's issue.
When sending articles by
email, please send email to:
vibrocount@lanset.com
with a cc to:
betsuinoffice@gmail.com
and inform the church
office at 446-0121. Please
include the author's name.
Thank you.

OFFICE
MANAGER
Cindy Kitade
OFFICE
PROJECT
COORDINATOR

Jennifer Nitta

BETSUIN
OFFICE
446-0121

SANGHA
HELPERS
Misao Abe
Mary Amemiya
Sumiye Hamamoto
Yukiko Hashisaka
Ruth Hayashi
Irene Hoshiko
Sanaye Imajo
Alice Kataoka
Yoshiko Morizawa
Mutsuko Noguchi
Helen Sakaishi
Fusako Takahashi
Faye Uyemura

Looking back at the first day compared to the last, I can’t believe it. We were
pretty quiet around each other in the beginning. Amanda Borges and I have
been Sacramento members since we were around six. We stuck together the
first day and although we tried not to always be together, I noticed that as the
week went on, we didn’t need to try. The group actually bonded together on its
own. There was never any of us who weren’t having a good time or weren’t
included in the activities.
Something that made this really happen was the first workshop. Koichi led this
first group activity and what was asked of us was the typical things like our
name, age, and who our favorite cartoon character is. The air in the room
shifted immensely from the words of the first volunteer to the last. In the
beginning there were a few laughs here and there, and toward the end,
everyone was laughing and talking a lot more than the first few seconds. It was
comforting getting to know that a lot of us were very similar.
My favorite memory of the entire retreat had to be visiting the stupa at the San
Francisco temple. We headed up some steep stairs to the top of the building,
overlooking the beautiful and foggy skyline. A few more steps and there stood
a small, domed tower. All 15 of us squeezed into this little room that was about
the size of one of our church’s small closets. We then chanted Juseige.
At the end of the week, I did not want to go home. At all. I wanted to stay there
with all of my DBFLs (Dharma Buddies for Life) and continue to chant and
continue to put on our own services and to continue to eat the kitchen crew’s
amazing meals. I knew it all had to end, but within those few days, I had
learned so much. The retreat truly was life changing for me. One of the main
things that I accomplished through this retreat was a better understanding of
the two I’s (Impermanence and Interdependence).
Thank you YAC for letting me have such an amazing and unique experience.
Huge thank you to Reverend Bob, Reverend Patti, Reverend Tim, Reverend
Carol, Sensei Keith, Sensei Koichi, and Sensei Kelvin for all allowing me the
chance to participate in this amazing experience.
AMANDA BORGES

H

ello everyone and welcome to September! It seems so weird that only
two months ago I had the honor of attending the 11th annual Youth
Advocacy Committee retreat. YAC is a week-long program that takes
place here at the Betsuin and is filled with workshops, services, wonderful
food, and amazing people from all around the country.
I first heard about YAC from friends who participated in it years before. They
all said what an incredible experience it is, which is why I was very fortunate
to be chosen to be a part of YAC 11. On the first day of the retreat, I was very
nervous because I had no idea what to expect. I was scared I was only going to
hang out with people from Sacramento and not branch out. After the first
couple awkward days, all 15 participants formed one tight relationship with
one another and bonded very quickly. I’m not sure what changed; maybe it was
when some of us got locked out at 2 a.m. and had to spend the night in the
downstairs classroom or the hilarious games we played in between services.
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Whatever it was, the end result was an amazing friendship between all 15
participants that none of us will ever forget.
Throughout the week, we all took turns conducting service, ringing the kansho,
giving a dharma talk, or leading in chanting. The ministers taught very
interesting and informative workshops on how to chant, meditate, and
Buddhist teachings. We took field trips to Berkeley, San Francisco, and Old
Sacramento and learned how to make sushi. At the end of the week, we all
participated in Obon Odori and pulled an all nighter. We received our Sarana
Affirmations at the graduation ceremony, where afterwards we all sadly had to
say goodbye.
I would like to give a huge thank you to all the amazing and wonderful people
who made YAC possible. First off to all the ministers for teaching the
wonderful workshops and were there with us every day, from the early
morning to way late at night. To the amazing kitchen crew for all the delicious
meals they made for us every day. Also to the incredible YAC helpers and Matt
Nitta for documenting our experience.
YAC was an incredible week that was the highlight of my summer. My eyes
were opened to so many new things. I have made lifelong friendships with
people I never would have had the opportunity to meet. I can’t wait to see
everyone again at reunion in January!

SAKURA
GAKUEN

AILEEN NIIZAWA
MORRIS

T

hank you for visiting our Ginza Gift Shop booth at the 69th Annual
Japanese Food and Cultural Bazaar last month. We had fun selling items
from beautiful dishware, onigiri shapers and the best selling item: ninja
swords! At summer’s end, it’s time to head back to school.

With empitsu (pencils) sharpened and hon (books) in hand, Sakura Gakuen
Japanese Language School will begin its 112th year this month. Hope to see you
there.
Adult Classes: Do you know a few words in Japanese and are interested in
learning more conversation with no reading and writing? Or are you interested
in reading and writing and taking your Japanese to the next level? If so, Sakura
Gakuen offers Monday evening Adult Classes at various levels. This fall a
Manga/Anime/Conversation after school course is available to high school
students. First day of class is Monday, September 14 and continues to January
25, 2016. Visit our website for specific class and registration information: http://
sakuragakuen.org/classes/adult-classes/. If you
have any questions, please email Masako
Thomas sensei via the website at: http://
sakuragakuen.org/adult-school-contact/ or call
(916) 542-0557.
Youth Classes: Konichiwa, watashi no namae
wa… (Hello, my name is…) Meeting new
friends and seeing old ones is an integral
part of attending Japanese school on
Saturdays. This diverse group of students
will enjoy learning the Japanese language,
reading and writing while also learning
about the culture. Enroll your child today!
The youth students will begin their fall
semester on Saturday, September 12 and
continue to January 30, 2016 from 9 a.m. noon. Classes are available for all levels and
ages from kindergarten to high school. Find
out more information at http://
sakuragakuen.org/tuition-fees-deposits/.
Registration forms can be downloaded at
http://sakuragakuen.org/forms/registrationrelated-forms/. If you have any questions,
email me at aileen.niimo@gmail.com or call
(916) 542-0557.
We are currently hiring Youth Class
instructors for our Beginning and Advanced
level classes. If you or someone you know
may be interested, please have them call the
phone number above.
Thank you very much for your continued
support!
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C

alifornia State University, Sacramento, with a $40,000 grant from
National Park Service, will digitize about 4,000 documents telling the
story of 5,121 internees taken from Sacramento. The documents include
accounts of daily lives of camp residents.
Julie Thomas, CSUS special collections and manuscripts librarian, said the CSU
Japanese American Digitization Project will start in September and will be
available on a CSU-sponsored website. “… it gets the story out… of American
citizens whose constitutional rights were denied them for no other reason than
they were of Japanese descent.”
More than 10,000 documents stored at 13 state libraries will be digitized and
put on line as part of the CSU Japanese American Digitization Project.
To donate World War II documents, contact Librarian Julie Thomas (916) 2785240.

GRANDPARENTS
DAY

C

•
•
•
•

ome join us on Sunday, September 13 after the 9:30 a.m. service.
Activities following in the Kaikan (gym):

family tree
family questionnaire
greeting cards
generation photos

Any questions, please contact Reverend Patti: revpattibetsuin@gmail.com

SACRAMENTO
BETSUIN
ORGANIZATIONS
DAY

MARYSVILLE
BUDDHIST
CHURCH
FLEA
MARKET AND
RAFFLE

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
REVEREND
BOB

Photos by
Utako Kimura

C

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ome learn about or join all the different groups at our temple. Join us in
the Courtyard on Sunday, September 27, 2015 after service.

Buddhist Women’s Association
Boy Scouts of America
Girl Scouts
Dharma School
Adult Buddhist Association
Youth Group
Choir
Japanese Language School

A

ntiques, Collectibles and Much More! Saturday,
October 10, 2015, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 125 B Street,
Marysville.

Preview and Sale: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, October 9.
Admission $10, tickets available at Yuba City Florist.

H

appy Birthday Reverend Bob
for the six decades plus lucky
seven! From your fun-loving
and hard-working Bazaar helpers,
including buddy Stevie.
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H

ello Everyone, welcome to the month of September and the start of the
2015–16 Dharma School term. We are excited to be returning to the
classrooms and meeting our new students… all with a full roster of
teachers!
Sunday, September 13, 2015, will be our first day, beginning with Dharma
School Service at 9:30 a.m. followed by registration in the Kaikan and fun
Grandparents Day activities for the entire family. We hope everyone will join us
for this special day as we celebrate the lives of our wonderful grandparents. On
Sunday, September 20, Dharma School Service will begin at 9:30 a.m. with
Dharma School class immediately after in the respective classrooms. Families
can complete registration forms in the classroom, if needed.
Lots of changes to our teacher roster! We are very happy to officially welcome
new and returning teachers to our Dharma School team. Karen Yamamoto (2nd)
is making her return to Dharma School and we are delighted to have her back
again. Sandy Yuki (4th grade) and Krysty Emery (6th grade) have been familiar
faces from the end of the previous term and we are happy for their return. Jill
Shebert and Bobby Tanaka were our 2nd grade teaching team for many years
and together they will be stepping up to cover our 7th grade class. We are
especially grateful that Jill and Bobby were interested in making this change.
As you know, Steven Tanaka and Ty Coloma, two of our TAs, have been
teaching the 7th grade class for a few years. We cannot thank them enough for
taking on this huge responsibility. Another change is combining the 9th/10th
grades with 11th/12th grades into one class. The “new” 9th through 12th
grades class with be taught by veteran teachers Stuart Ito, Marcia Matsuda and
Kimberly Pell. See you on September 13! In Gassho…

Congratulations
Newlyweds
Travis Wong & Jan Okabe.................................. August 16, 2015
BOY SCOUTS
CAMERON LUTZ

A

s we close on the last month of the scouting year, Troop 50’s interaction
with the Sacramento Buddhist Church’s annual Bazaar (August 8 and 9)
was plentiful and the scouts were happy to rise to the occasion and see
another successful Bazaar in the books. Pullout, setup, and cleanup of the
Bazaar were the major stages in which Troop 50 executed with flying colors.
With September comes the transition of troop leadership and a new year
begins. Patrol leaders, the Senior Patrol Leader and all the others assume their
respected responsibilities for the next 12 months. Routine troop meetings and
greenbars will continue with September 4 and 11 scheduled for this month.
September 4 will be the date of the first Court of Honor in the 2015–2016
scouting year. Here, scouts will be rewarded and recognized for their hard
work since the last Court of Honor three months prior.
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As with every new year, Troop 50 will embark on its annual Bodega Dunes
camping trip. This gives the troop’s youth leaders a chance to get their feet wet
and learn about and bond with their scouts. A new horizon lies ahead for Troop
50 and many changes will come about this new year. It has been a pleasure
informing you about Troop 50’s activities and events as Scribe; but the greener
pastures lie ahead where I will assume the position as Assistant Senior Patrol
Leader. Thank you for your continuous support; Cameron Lutz, signing off.

Condolences to
the Families of:
Alice Aiko Ichiho.....................September 9, 1915 – July 26, 2015
Sally Hideko Kuroko .............November 13, 1948 – July 29, 2015
Jean Matsuura .................... February 16, 1932 – August 2, 2015
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hhhh, September, pleasant greetings and welcome to the ninth month of
the year 2015. Another August has come and gone, another Bazaar has
come and gone, another summer has come and gone.

But wait! Just because it is September, is summer gone? Traditionally,
September marks the end of summer, but for this year, the real official end of
summer is not until September 22. So maybe, September marks the end of
summer vacations, because historically, the new school year begins in
September after Labor Day.
But wait! Most school districts in our area begin the new school semester in
August, smack dab in the summer! There seems to be only one school district
left that starts in September.
But wait! Do my eyes deceive me? That one last district, which forever and ever
started in September after Labor Day when they were supposed to, marked the
official end of summer. But now this school district begins the fall semester of
2015 on September 3, which is four days BEFORE Labor Day.
What is going on here? Did someone mess around with the space-time
continuum? OR, is it because: “Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re not in Kansas
anymore.” Nowadays, summer vacation begins in May and summer vacation
ends in August. Well, these times are a-changing. Climb aboard, hang on, and
enjoy the ride!
Now, even though we are not in Kansas anymore, we still have a few things to
mention:
• Extra credit day in September is on September 13, so come to church and get
extra credit.
• Basketball registration: We will be in the courtyard September 13 and 20 to
take your registration.
• Attendance: All participants in the Sports Program must attend Dharma
Service AND Dharma School at a minimum of 60% throughout the entire
school year, September to June. Attendance is calculated on a 12-month
rolling calendar, which means that attendance numbers from last year are
used to determine overall attendance. Tip: Use the extra credit days as an
“insurance policy” to keep your numbers above 60%.
• Additional extra credit days are December 31, the New Year’s Eve Service,
and January 1, the New Year’s Day Service.
See you at registration!

Welcome New Members
Aaron & Doreen Imura
& Family
Belated Welcome to:
Tom & Joy Vandell & Family
DONATIONS

FUNERAL

Roy & Georgette Imura .................. In
Ken & Yoko Okimura ...................... In
Sam Ito ................................................ In
Kenzo & Betty Matsuda .................. In
Darryl Kuroko ................................... In
Melissa Kuyuma & Stacia Hom
& Families .................................. In
Rusty & Clara Kaihara .................... In
Kenzo & Betty Matsuda .................. In
Yoshiko Pat Okamoto ...................... In
Joyce, David, Marisa, Keiko &
Anabela Laird ........................... In
Yoshiko Pat Okamoto ...................... In
Mary Tsukiji ....................................... In
Sachi Hiromoto ................................. In
Heidi Sakazaki .................................. In

Memory
Memory
Memory
Memory
Memory

of Alice Aiko Ichiho ....................................... $100
of Alice Ichiho ................................................... $50
of Alice Ichiho ................................................... $20
of Mrs. Alice Ichiho ......................................... $20
of Sally Kuroko ............................................... $500

Memory
Memory
Memory
Memory

of
of
of
of

Jean Matsuura ............................................ $600
Jean N. Matsuura ........................................ $25
Mrs. Jean Matsuura .................................... $20
Tetsuo Okamoto ......................................... $600

Memory
Memory
Memory
Memory
Memory

of
of
of
of
of

Tetsuo Okamoto ......................................... $300
Tetsuo Okamoto ......................................... $300
Henry Tsukiji .............................................. $400
Henry Tsukiji ................................................ $40
Henry Tsukiji ................................................ $30

