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O

n Saturday, June 11, 2016, Reverend Patti and I were so overwhelmed by the
incredible retirement party held for us at the DoubleTree Hotel. As I now seem
to mention often, I never really had a “bucket list” before, but that night, at
our retirement party, I realized that for us to be so honored, was beyond wishing for.
Through these past few months especially, as we found our time as the ministers of
the Betsuin coming to a close, we have felt more and more, that having enjoyed such
fulfilling and meaningful lives, here with all of you, has been the fulfillment of a wish
we never knew we had.
Just days after that never-to-be-forgotten party, Reverend Patti and I were again
overwhelmed when we were invited by the Speaker of the California State Assembly,
Anthony Rendon, to open the Assembly and to meet the Dalai Lama!
Patti and I were able to extend invitations to our friend Bhante Seelawimala and our
Buddhist Churches of America Bishop, Reverend Kodo Umezu.
In the late morning of Monday, June 20, 2016, we all met at the Betsuin and drove the
short distance to the State Capitol.
We were invited to an intimate gathering on the west balcony where we could watch the
Dalai Lama’s arrival. He was greeted warmly with loving cheers and escorted into the
Capitol Building.
Bhante, the Bishop, Reverend Patti and I were brought into the Assembly chamber and
there were three seats at the very front designated for them. In our estimation, they had
perhaps the best seats of all — right in front of the Speaker’s Rostrum, just feet away
from where His Holiness would speak.
After the initial meeting formalities to begin the event, Speaker Rendon invited me
to the rostrum to share my thoughts. I am forever grateful to Speaker Rendon for the
opportunity to be a small part of welcoming the Dalai Lama to our State Capitol.
Speaker Rendon next quickly moved the program forward so that the joint conference
of the State Senate and the State Assembly could welcome our guest of honor.

Rev. Bob Oshita
428-9833

When His Holiness was introduced, our state legislators stood as one and applauded as
the Dalai Lama entered, warmly smiling and waving, stopping often to greet people as
he moved toward the front.
When he reached the very front of the Assembly chamber, he stopped to greet Reverend
Umezu, Reverend Patti and Bhante, reaching out to hold each of their hands. Bhante
had met the Dalai Lama on previous occasions, and kindly explained who the Bishop
and Reverend Patti were, as His Holiness nodded his approval.
I was seated just a few feet to his left as he spoke. Everyone in the Assembly chamber
and the gallery above could feel his genuine warmth and compassion.

Rev. Patti Oshita
428-9833

When he was leaving the rostrum, he turned and made his way toward me. He stopped,
took both of my hands in his, then pressed his forehead to mine… and said, “We are
brothers; we are brothers….”
I was truly honored to be able to hold his hands and say to him, “Thank you for all you
have done. Thank you for all you do.”
As I mentioned, I never felt that I had a “bucket list.” Now I’ve come to feel that true
“bucket list” wishes are hopes we never even imagined might be possible. I know
that Reverend Patti and I can say from our hearts, that our lives have been an ongoing
fulfillment of hopes and wishes we never knew we had. For this life, Reverend Patti and
I now often say, “We will be forever in Gassho.”

Sensei Koichi Mizushima
704-1493
bkmizu@gmail.com

As we hand over the care of the Sacramento Betsuin to the incoming Rinban, Reverend
Dennis Fujimoto, it is our hope that he will love this temple as much as we have.
Forever in Gassho,
Reverend Bob & Reverend Patti Oshita

Remember:
Baked Goods
for Bazaar

C

alling all members: Please remember your donations to the Bazaar pastry booth.
This year you will not be receiving a telephone reminder, so mark your calendar
now to do your baking and deliver your baked goods to the kaikan. Your efforts
are much appreciated!
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ello to the month of August! Welcome to Reverend Dennis for joining the
Betsuin as our new Rinban, and to his wife, Sharmon, too. We hope you will
enjoy being a part of the Betsuin as much as RB and I have.
The month of July was full of activities as
the temple was transformed in preparation
for our upcoming Bazaar on August 13–14.
Additionally, the Betsuin hosted the 12th
Annual Buddhist Churches of America
(BCA) Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC)
summer retreat. This year, we had 21
participants (the largest group ever!).
I have to admit our Team Betsuin was
nervous about accepting such a large
group of kids, but we are happy to say that
everything went well. We had participants
join us from Orange County, Oxnard,
Fresno, Fowler (yay!), Mountain View,
San Jose, Seattle, and as far as Virginia
(Ekoji Temple). We also had our own Cody
Kurahara, Sydney Takeda, Allison Tanaka
and Marissa Wong, who represented our
Betsuin well.

We had a total of 27 services, 19 meals together, and 13 classes in the one week. It was
a week filled with many thoughtful Dharma messages and more friendships to add to
our YAC family. We would like to thank the Betsuin leadership, the many volunteers
(Reiko, Gladys, Gordon, sewing ladies, YAC Committee members, etc.) who helped us
throughout the week, and a special thank you to Team Betsuin. Your dedication and
commitment to spend the week teaching, helping and hanging out is truly appreciated.
We could not have done all of this without everyone’s support. Our Betsuin is the BEST!
THANK YOU.

Sacramento
Buddhist
Women’s
Association
Keiko Jean Kashiwada

T

he July SBWA Board meeting (the last SBWA Board meeting with Rinban Bob and
Reverend Patti Oshita as our advisors) was held on Wednesday, July 13, 2016,
with President Virginia Uchida presiding.

Donations and Acknowledgments

Thank you to the following ladies and families for their generous donations to the
SBWA:

Robert & Norma Ito.............................Robert Ito – Special Donation................................................. $100
Sylvia & Clifford Kimura....................In Memory of Molly Kimura.................................................. $100
Northern California
Dharma School................................Hospitality – Thank You......................................................... $100
Hideko Heidi Sakazaki........................In Memory of Howard Sakai.................................................... $50
Hideko Heidi Sakazaki........................In Memory of Molly Kimura.................................................... $30
Reiko Kurahara.....................................In Memory of Molly Kimura.................................................... $25
Reiko Kurahara.....................................In Memory of Grace Ito............................................................. $25
Gerry S. Tsukiji.....................................In Memory of Molly Kimura.................................................... $25
Oto’s Marketplace................................Special Donation........................................................................ $20
Upcoming Activities/Events

Craft Booth – Shirley Kato: The past few months we received several wonderful
items that will be sold in the Bazaar craft booth. The talented ladies who made and/
or donated items include: Tessie Goi (embroidered dishtowels/crocheted hand towels),
Sally Hamatake (aprons and tote bags), Ellen Ito, Hazel Kamada, Rachel Nagai, Grace
Nakao, Dorothy Sasamoto, and Sachi Sawada (shopping bags and eyeglass cases),
Carolyn Murai (boys’ day fish), Jean Ota (crocheted items), Barbara Chan (aprons),
Sherry Fujii (luggage tags), Miyuki Inenaga (water bottle holders), Lynne Kataoka
(jewelry), Toshie Kobata (slipper floor cleaners, fuikin), Cathy Lemelin (kimono),
Misa Oshiro (table runners), Irene Takeda (potted succulents), Bill Kitagawa (Japanese
clothing), Elaine Yoshikawa (tri-color cranes) and Fusako Takahashi (yukatas and obi’s).
We also received from the Kashiwada family a generous donation of Japanese clothing
and crafts. It was all very much appreciated!
A BIG THANK YOU to Kathy Tanaka Henry for the two BEAUTIFUL quilts she made
and generously donated for the Bazaar craft booth raffle.
Thank you to Jane Komure for teaching the group to make the cute crocheted zori
scrubbers. It is one of the new items we will have in the booth this year. We greatly
appreciate Jane’s efforts in leading a class each year!
Bazaar – Sushi – Lynn Kurahara: REMINDER: Come out to help with the sushi
ingredients preparation on Friday, and sushi making on Saturday and Sunday. Please
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come out on Friday, August 12, from 6 a.m., Saturday, August 13, from 2 a.m., and
Sunday, August 14, from 2 a.m. to help make the sushi for the Bazaar. Bring an apron
and something to cover your hair. Gloves will be provided. You will also be able to
enjoy coffee, tea and pastries. Lunch will be provided on Friday, and breakfast will be
provided on Saturday and Sunday for all workers! Please invite the male members of
your families and friends to help. We need their help, too! The Nitta family will once
again provide shuttle service on Saturday and Sunday, since it is dark when we start.
Drive to alley nearest the side door of the kaikan. Gordon Nitta or one of his family
members will follow you to your parking space and bring you back to the church and
will drive you back to your car when you are finished with your shift. Please take
advantage of this excellent service — it is better to be safe!
Northern California District Council Family Conference - September 17 - Virginia
Uchida and Rinban Bob Oshita: Please mark your calendar for this family conference,
which will be held on September 17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Sacramento Betsuin.
The conference theme is “Dharmaland, Happiest Place on Earth” and should be a very
fun event. The registration fee is only $25 for attendees 31 years and older. From ages 19
to 30, it will be $10. Under age 18 and younger — Free! Check the church bulletin board
for a flyer and sign up in the church office ASAP.
Next Meeting: No meeting in August due to Bazaar preparation. The next SBWA
meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 7, starting with a service at 6:45 p.m.,
followed by our monthly meeting.
See you at the Bazaar preparation days and during the Bazaar! Let’s all help out!

Minister
Assistants
Michiko Yukawa

W

hen you offer incense in the Hondo, do you look at Amida Buddha when
you gassho? This is a question my Dharma School teacher asked our 6th
grade class many years ago. No one in the class raised their hand. And she
continued to ask us this question each Sunday without giving us a reason. Finally,
someone in our class asked, “Are we supposed to?” Her response was another question,
“Why do we offer incense? If you look at Amida Buddha carefully, you will find the
answer.”
This reminds me of a story which may be familiar to you. A Buddhist Master and his
young disciple monk were returning to their temple when they came to a river which
they needed to cross but found no boat at the crossing. Since the water did not seem
too deep, they decided to cross the river on foot. However, at the water’s edge, they
found a young woman pacing back and forth, looking anxiously toward the other shore.
The Master spoke to her, listened to her response, and then, to the young monk’s great
shock and amazement, turned and instructed her to get on his back to carry her across
the river. Upon reaching the other shore, the Master let the young woman down. She
thanked him profusely and hurried on. The Master straightened his robes and calmly
proceeded toward the temple. Now it was the young monk’s turn to be obviously
agitated, the reason being that it was strictly forbidden in their religious practice to
approach a woman, let alone carry her on one’s back. Finally, the young monk could not
contain himself and blurted out how shocked he was that his Master had committed
this action. Without breaking his pace, the Master calmly said, “You seem to be still
carrying the young woman on your back. I left her at the water’s edge.”

Office Manager

Cindy Kitade

Office Project
Coordinator

Jennifer Nitta

Betsuin Office

446-0121

Sangha Helpers

Misao Abe
Shiyoko Futaba
Sumiye Hamamoto
Yukiko Hashisaka
Ruth Hayashi
Irene Hoshiko
Sanaye Imajo
Miyuki Inenaga
Mae Kaneko
Alice Kataoka
Yoshiko Morizawa
Helen Sakaishi
Faye Uyemura

There is a third story I would like to insert here. Some time ago, a video circulated
on the Internet, Facebook, YouTube, etc. of a moderator instructing a group of people
to watch two superimposed videos on the screen. Both videos showed three persons
passing a basketball to each other. In one video, the people wore white T-shirts; in the
other, they wore black. The goal was to count how many times the white-shirted people
passed the ball within a certain time frame. Since the picture quality of the videos was
fuzzy and two groups were passing the balls, it took a bit of concentration to focus on
the action. At the end of the time frame, the moderator asked how many in the audience
counted the correct number of passes, which was 11. Most raised their hands. She then
asked if they had noticed anything else in the video. Someone answered that a woman
carrying an umbrella had walked across the video (in some versions, it was a man in
a gorilla suit). The moderator then asked how many in the audience had noticed the
woman or gorilla. An amazing 95% to 97% of the audience had NOT seen the woman or
gorilla. They were focusing so intently, they did not see the entire picture.
Getting back to the story about my Dharma School teacher, the following Sunday, our
class took a “field trip” to the Hondo of our temple to take a closer look at the Amida
Buddha statue. It was an eye-opening experience for most of us since we had never
really looked carefully at the statue, even though we attended Dharma School regularly.
If called to represent our class during incense offering, our only thought was to go
through the motions as quickly as possible because we felt very self-conscious. But, as
our teacher pointed out how the sculptor had carved the Buddha’s eyes to show self
reflection, the small mouth to remind us to keep from saying hurtful things and the
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large ears to remind us to listen to our teachers, we began to appreciate that incense
offering was not about showing off ourselves but a way to express our gratitude for the
Buddha’s teachings.
I was reminded of this unforgettable lesson during this Obon season, thinking of my
teacher who passed away last year in her mid-90s.
In the second story of the Buddhist Master and his young disciple, here again, the
young monk was following the religious practices diligently, but without true and deep
understanding. He simply went through the motions without considering the “why” of
the practices.
Finally, in the third story of the video with the “hidden” woman-with-umbrella/manin-gorilla-suit, most of the audience focused so intently on the number of passes, they
did not “see” the big picture.
We are, each and every one of us, surrounded by wonderful teachers and masters
who continually teach and encourage us to open our inner eyes, our Dharma Eyes as
Reverend Bob always reminds us, to truly see what we have not seen before, as another
reverend has always reminded us. We have been very fortunate in Sacramento for the
past 32 years to have been able to listen to Reverend Bob and Reverend Patti. But we
may find more “why” questions to answer, more rivers to cross, more need to see the
big picture. As my Dharma School teacher taught so wisely, please continue to come
to the temple and truly look at Amida Buddha when you offer incense. You will surely
see his long ears reminding us to continue to listen, truly and deeply listen, to find your
answers.
Namo Amida Butsu.

Legacy
Endowment
Fund
Sandy Tokunaga

T

his email was received from Dr. Kelvin Mark—a personal reflection prior to his
departure for Tokudo in Kyoto:

Dear Allan, Ted, Ruth, Sandy, Joyce, Valerie, and Gordon,
Hard to imagine that only 4 days remain before leaving for Tokudo. My days have been filled
with so much anticipation that I never really felt as though this opportunity would come again,
yet here it is closing fast.
With deepest gratitude, I would like to thank the Legacy Endowment for supporting my studies
and preparations. Thanks to the never-ending guidance and encouragement from our Board of
Trustees, RB, Revs. Patti, Tim, Carol, and Senseis Keith, Grace, and Koichi, I think that I will be
okay.
We have something extra special living, breathing, and thriving within our temple community.
Thanks to organizations such as our Legacy Endowment, we have a better chance than most at
making sure that the causes and conditions remain ideal in order to share our Buddha Dharma
tradition now and for generations to come.
The sense of gratitude that I feel at being able to share in any small part can only be described in
terms beyond words. Thank you so very much.
In Gassho,
Kelvin
As of this writing, Dr. Mark is in Kyoto, living communally
with other Tokudo students, stripped of possessions such as a
tablet, computer, phone or method of communicating with the
outside world. NO INTERNET, no distractions — allowing him
time and space to give total attention to continue discovering
the Dharma. When he returns from this transformative
experience, we, the sangha, will be the lucky recipients of his
dedication and energy.
As you walk the halls of the Betsuin, you can hear the thrum
of activity: young children playing basketball, teens attending
scout meetings learning leadership skills and seniors playing
the ukulele.
We are all part of this alive and active temple, each person
contributing to the collective heartbeat. It is with the Wall
of Appreciation that we celebrate the legacy of Rinban Bob,
Reverend Patti, and each contributor who allows our temple to,
as Dr. Mark says, “…share our Buddha Dharma tradition now
and for generations to come.”
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T

he window closes as of August 14 to submit your entry form and/or donation
to the SBC 7th Annual Golf Tournament. HOWEVER, the door is still ajar to
enable the “last-minute” shoppers to get involved with this year’s fundraiser.
The committee would not shut out those who want to be actively involved with most
fun-filled event of the summer (with the exception of the Obon and Bazaar) nor close
the register for the “In Memory Of” donations to the Betsuin’s next best outdoor
fundraising event (again, not to put the golf tournament in front of the Bazaar).
The “In Memory Of” donation does not require your attendance at the event. Sangha
members and friends of the Betsuin can use the donation form included in the Sangha
newsletter to bring forward the sentimental memories of those who have passed or to
celebrate the joy of life as well. The committee will prepare signage for gold, silver and
bronze level tee box sponsors and “In Memory Of” donations for recognition at the golf
course, within the program of activities, and at the luncheon. Please take the time to
make your donation to the golf tournament before it’s too late.
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The committee has earmarked this event as part of the Reverends Bob and Patti Oshita
Retirement Tour. This day could be one of the last opportunities for you to be “up
close and personal” with our celebrated ministers as their time of full employment with
the temple comes to a close soon after the close of the tournament. Please join us to
honor them for their more than 35 years of combined service to the Betsuin, Northern
California Buddhist temples and the community at large.
The committee has added a few new wrinkles for this year’s event:
• First, we express our gratitude to the J. Morey Company, Inc., and Carol Takasugi
and Mika Matayoshi for the generous donation of $5,000 for a Hole-In-One (without
mulligan) recorded by a golfer at the designated Par 3 during the course of the
tournament. This prize is included with the cost of entry and is limited to players
with a non-professional status.
• Second, several of the temple’s “iron chefs” offered to prepare their favorite luncheon
menu items for the golf tournament. Many of our sangha members have feasted on
the menus prepared at other events by these four chefs. They have each earned the
reputation of preparing meals that are described as “most delish.” We appreciate the

August 2016

7th Annual
SBC Golf
Tournament
(Continued)

Sports
Committee
Alan Wu

Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA

Vol. 53 No. 8 Page 9

time off each of them has taken from their “regular paying jobs” to serve up their
well-known and celebrated entrees for our tournament players and their guests.
Information fact sheets about the golf tournament, sponsorship levels, its format and
scoring, along with the tournament entry form can be downloaded from the temple’s
website at www.buddhistchurch.com, and are included as enclosures with the Sangha
newsletter. Questions and/or comments about the fundraising event can be sent via
email to the golf committee at acbetsuingolf@yahoo.com. The temple office staff can
provide general information about the event.

W

ell good morning!... Or should I say good afternoon?... Maybe it is the evening
time when you finally get a chance to sit down in your nice comfortable chair
and pick up your latest edition of the Sangha and read about the current
activities here at the Betsuin; or maybe you are the 21st century type that goes to the
Internet and pulls up the electronic version of the Sangha. Either way, we are very glad
you are able to spend a few minutes with us.
Well, another August has crept up on us and as anyone who has been around these
parts for any length of time knows all too well, August is not only a hot month here
in Sacramento, but also the month for one of the biggest Bazaars north of Broadway,
and south of Business 80! It may be one of the oldest ones too, since this year will be
the 70th time we provide a gathering place to share our food and our culture with our
community.
Well, just don’t sit there in your nice big easy chair! Go get your calendar and mark
down August 13 and 14, and be sure to join us for our 70th Annual Food and Cultural
Bazaar here at the Betsuin at 2401 Riverside Boulevard. We are easy to find; just take a
sniff and follow the aroma of our teriyaki chicken wafting through the air. But if you
happen to suffer from allergies, we can be found at the corner of Riverside Boulevard
and X Street in the 95818 zip code. We will be open from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. So, we will see
you out there, and we thank you for your support.

Please be aware that articles
for the Sangha are due on
the 15th of each month. Late
articles will be published in
the following month’s issue
When sending articles by
email, please send email to:
vibrocount@lanset.com with
a cc to: betsuinoffice@gmail.
com and inform the church
office at 446-0121. Please
include the author’s name.
Thank you.

Well, it takes a village to put on this two-day Bazaar, and the sports families are a
big part of our village and play a huge role in the success of our Bazaar. The Sports
Committee would like to thank all the families for their commitment of time and energy
to the biggest event held at our temple.
Well, August is also home to our annual golf tournament. This year’s tournament is part
of the farewell tour for Rinban Bob. In case you did not hear, Rinban Bob is retiring, so
come out and spend a day golfing, lunching, and visiting with him on August 24 at Teal
Bend Golf Course. All the information can be found on the main page of our website at:
buddhistchurch.com. There is a rumor that Reverend Patti will be golfing too, but she has
not confirmed her appearance at this event yet.
Well, basketball registration will be happening during September, so start off the new
Dharma School year right and come to service every Sunday in September. Not only
will you find out about registration, but you will also earn some extra credit. If you are
not quite sure what that means, it will be fully explained in September.
Well, that’s it for now. See you at the Bazaar!

Welcome New Members
Sangha Staff

Editor (English) Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese) Katsuko
Hirota

Steven Fujimori

Contributing Reporters

SBWA

Minister Assts
Endowment
Dharma School
Sports
Golf
Boy Scouts
Sakura Gakuen

Keiko Jean
Kashiwada
Michiko
Yukawa
Sandy
Tokunaga
Valerie Fong
Alan Wu
Richard Kai
Brandon La
Aileen Niizawa
Morris

Condolences to
the Families Of
Toshiko Wakayama...............................April 3, 1931 – June 17, 2016
Akiye Sakamoto........................................June 6, 1926 – July 9, 2016
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I

t’s nearly time for the fall semester to begin for Sakura Gakuen Japanese Language
School!

Our Youth Program offers classes from Kinder to Advanced, ages 4–17 (or high
school senior). Reading, writing, and conversation are taught in a fun and engaging
environment. Cultural events, Japanese cooking, and Shuji/calligraphy are also part of
the curriculum.

Registration for the Youth Program

Early registration: Saturday, August 27, 9 a.m.–11:30 a.m. in the annex.
Registration and first day of classes: Saturday, September 10, 8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
Kinder classes are 1½ hours and start at either 9 a.m. (Intro) or 10:30 a.m. (2nd year).
Intro–Advanced classes are from 9 a.m.–12 noon. The fall semester will run from
Saturday, September 10–Saturday, January 21.
Our Adult Program’s orientation and registration (in person) will be on Monday,
August 29 at 6 p.m.–7 p.m. in the annex. Returning students may register by mail.
Buddhist Church of Sacramento members receive a 20% tuition discount.
The first day of the class is Monday, September 12. Class time will be announced on the
orientation day. (Tentative schedule is on the website at this time.)
If you have any questions regarding the Youth Program, please contact Aileen Niizawa
Morris: aileen.niimo@gmail.com. For the Adult Program, contact Masako Thomas Sensei:
thomas@sakuragakuen.org.
For more information about classes, registration, and fees, visit: www.sakuragakuen.org.

Boy Scouts
Brandon La

T

roop 50 had a summer packed full of learning and fun, and is continuing to do so
while helping out our community.

In order to introduce our new smurf scouts to the other boys in Troop 50 and get them
ready for summer camp, Troop 50 decided to do a joint camping trip to Lake Pardee.
It was the perfect opportunity to show the new scouts how boy scouts camping differs
from cub scouts and introduce them to the boys in our troop. The smurfs had a blast at
Lake Pardee! While they were learning how to be boy scouts, they were able to have fun
with the other boy scouts and learn new things along the way. The smurfs learned many
important skills, such as cooking, handling sharp objects, knot tying, and how to make a
safe campfire.
After the joint outing ended on June 26, Troop 50 held an Eagle ceremony for five scouts
who obtained the rank of Eagle. Sam Porter, Chris Oto, Aaron Kitade, Eric Ngo and
Adrian Nguyen were the scouts who earned the rank of Eagle. This is an impressive feat
obtained by only 5 percent of all boy scouts.

With summer camp coming around the corner, Mrs. Yee created a contest. The patrol
with the least number of items missing on the summer camp packing list wins a prize!
The purpose of the contest was to show the new smurf scouts how to properly pack for
summer camp and show them tips and tricks they can use to make it easier to pack their
gear.
There are many events for the troop for the remaining summer. On July 15, Troop
50 gave back to the Buddhist Church of Sacramento by assisting with the Bazaar
equipment pull out. The troop helped bring out the tables, chairs and equipment
needed to set up annual cultural Bazaar.
On July 17, Troop 50 scouts spent a week at Camp Winton taking merit badge classes,
swimming in the lake, and having fun in the sun. Not long afterward, on July 30, the
troop had a map and compass training to help brush up on everyone’s orienteering
skills.
To kick off the month of August, the troop will host the Matsuyama exchange scouts
and camp at D.L. Bliss near Lake Tahoe. This event is from August 4 through August 7.
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ello everyone — It’s already August and time to begin planning for the 2016–17
Dharma School term.

Mark your calendars with these important dates:

• September 11, 2016: The official start of the new Dharma School term. We will
have our first Dharma School service at 9:30 a.m. with student registration and our
Grandparents’ Day celebration immediately following service in the Kaikan.
Registration for all grades will be handled in the Kaikan on September 11. Families
unable to complete the registration process on the 11th may do so in their student’s
respective classroom beginning the following Sunday. Each student will need to have
a completed pink emergency form on file with a recent color photo, approximately 2”
x 3”.
• September 18, 2016: Fall Ohigan Service.
Teaching Assistants Needed

Students who are entering 9th grade (high school freshman) or a higher grade by
September 2016, and who are interested in being considered for placement as a TA are
encouraged to submit a personal essay that includes responses to the following:
• Reasons you would like to become a Dharma School TA;
• Skills, experiences, and qualities you will bring to the classroom; and
• Additional information about yourself that demonstrates your readiness to be a TA.
Completed personal essays must include student’s name, contact phone number,
and email address. Place the written essay in an envelope addressed to Valerie Fong,
Dharma School Superintendent, and deliver to the Dharma School mail slot in the
church office. Essays are due by August 27, 2016. After the essays are reviewed, students
will be notified by the Dharma School Superintendent regarding placements. Students
may indicate placement requests; however, TAs will be assigned to classes where most
needed.
Bazaar – Saturday, August 13, through Sunday, August 14, 2016

“Thank you” to our parents and students who have agreed to help with outdoor
bussing. We can use everyone’s assistance!
In gassho.
Donations

Dharma School “courtyard” gratefully acknowledges donations from the following:
Donna & Gordon Kunisaki
Hiroko Takamoto
Marlene Takeoka
Shigeko Mae Tanaka

Dharma School perfect
attendance awards
presented at the
Dharma School picnic

Education awards
presented at the
Dharma School picnic

August 2016

Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA

Vol. 53 No. 8 Page 12

Looking for
Bazaar Volunteers
Interested in volunteering to work at the Betsuin’s 70th Annual Bazaar? Do
you have any family or friends who would like to be part of the action that
makes everything GO?
We always welcome AND APPRECIATE extra helping hands! Shifts available:
• From Thursday, August 11, through Monday, August 15.
• Anywhere from 2 a.m. to 9 p.m.!
• 2 hours, 3 hours, 4 hours… or more!
• Community service hours can be signed off for students!
• Email: SBTPeoplePower@gmail.com today!

Northern
California
Buddhist Family
Conference

Come and join us for some fun!
Northern California Buddhist Family Conference

“DHARMALAND, HAPPIEST
PLACE ON EARTH”
Saturday, September 17, 2016
Sacramento Betsuin, 10:00 a.m.–3:00 pm
Registration fee deadline is August 28, 2016
Adults $25
Young adults & youths (30 & under) FREE
(However, they must still register)

Don’t miss the fun!

