Rev. Patti’s
Corner
Rev. Patti Oshita

W

elcome to the month of June! One of our major events for this year will be
the Betsuin’s Rummage Sale on Saturday, June 4 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. This
is one of the events the Legacy Endowment Fund Board has been working
on for months. It is also an event that has a well-earned reputation for having really
great “stuff” at totally bargain prices. Why? Because the members of the Betsuin whose
donations fill our kaikan and courtyard with their “rummage” have REALLY GOOD
STUFF!
As we all gear up for this special event, and all this REALLY GOOD STUFF begins to
arrive for the Rummage Sale, I am reminded of my Tokudo experience at Nishiyama
Betsuin in Kyoto in October 2003.
During our stay at Nishiyama Betsuin, we roomed with 4–5 people. It was a large tatami
mat room, comfortable enough for the five of us to lay our beddings on the floor. Every
night we would take our bedding out from the closet and every morning we would
have to return them to the closet. The room was clutter-free with only a table in the
center. I don’t think I’ve ever lived in a room so sparse, with only a small table in the
middle. We also had very few possessions.
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We were not allowed to wear any jewelry or makeup and all of our luggage, passports
and money were placed in another area or in a safe. We only had our undergarments,
two set of robes and a yukata to sleep in every night. When I think about those 11 days
in the temple, it was probably the first time since childhood that I awoke in the morning
going through the day not worried about my appearance. All of my attachments to my
hair, my makeup, my clothes and money were not a concern. I was free to be as I was
(sono-mama) and I spent my time focused on studying the Dharma and spending time
with my “new Tokudo family members.”
When the day of the Rummage Sale arrives, I know that I will walk through the rows
and rows of “stuff” and will reflect back to my 11 days at Nishiyama Betsuin in Kyoto. I
will reflect on those days when I was freed from any attachments to all of my “stuff.” I
will remember again that it is not impossible to live a much simpler life.
Although I have so much “stuff,” I know that my attachment to my “stuff” is temporary.
Many things become outdated, clothes don’t fit, and they all become clutter to the house
and my life. In letting go of our material “stuff,” I think we realize again our happiness
is not found in the things we own or possess. What is really meaningful in living our
lives is simply the love and companionship of family and friends.
As we enter the month of June, I know we are getting closer to our retirement at the end
of August. As I reflect on all that has transpired in the last 32 years here with all of you,
I know that I cannot begin to thank the many people… and the many families who have
welcomed us into their lives. Your support and warm friendship have made Sacramento
our forever home. Our 32 years here with the Sacramento Betsuin have been the most
meaningful years of our lives. We know that serving as the ministers of this Betsuin and
in this community have given us memories that we will cherish throughout our lives.
RB and I have often said that if we could turn back the clock to the time when we were
discussing what temple would be a good fit for us, we would not hesitate to choose the
Sacramento Betsuin all over again!
The words thank you would never be enough to express our deep gratitude for all of
you!
Namo Amida Butsu.

President’s
Message
Gordon Nitta

R

inban Bob and Reverend Patti will be giving their last Dharma School service, at
our annual Dharma School picnic at William Land Park on June 5, before retiring
the end of August. If you haven’t had a chance to wish the Oshitas a happy
retirement, you still can see them at our summer services, dance with them at Obon or
work along side them at the Bazaar.
Our new Rinban is Reverend Dennis Fujimoto (photo at left) from Idaho,
Oregon. He was our guest minister for the Gotane Service on May 15. Sensei
is scheduled to report to Sacramento on August 1.
There will be a one-month overlap with Reverend Bob and Reverend Patti
to ensure Reverend Fujimoto has a smooth transition.
Reverend Dennis will be the third Rinban in the Fujimoto family. His father,
Reverend Hogen Fujimoto, was Rinban in Sacramento, and his brother,
Rinban Ken, is currently at the San Jose Betsuin.
As we prepare for the Bazaar in August, take a few minutes to introduce
yourself to Reverend Dennis and welcome him to the Sacramento Betsuin.

Family Night at
the Ball Park

Thursday, June 16		
6:00 p.m.
Sacramento River Cats vs. Fresno Grizzlies

R
Field!

everend Bob and Reverend Patti will be there, so it will be a really fun night! $55
per person includes all-you-can-eat BBQ, soft drinks and admission to game so
you can watch from the private seating area in the Home Run Terrace at Raley

Game starts at 7 p.m., but dinner will be served from 6 p.m.–8 p.m., so come early.
Sign up at the Sacramento Betsuin office to reserve your spot for this fun family event!
Checks may be written to “Buddhist Church of Sacramento.”
Questions? Email Koichi - bkmizu@gmail.com.
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A

s a member of the Legacy Endowment Board, I am always thinking about the
future of the Betsuin. But today, I find myself reflecting on the past, and reliving
old memories. On June 11, we will be having a retirement party for Reverend
Bob and Reverend Patti. This is a very emotional time for everyone at the Betsuin. No
minister has served the Sacramento Betsuin for as long as Reverend Bob has. And over
their three decades of service Reverend Bob and Reverend Patti have formed countless
friendships and relationships with the sangha members.
I started coming to the Sacramento Betsuin around the same time Reverend Bob was
assigned here back in 1984. Every experience and memory I have with the temple
involves Reverend Bob and Patti. I can’t remember a time without them being here. And
it’s difficult for me to imagine a time when they will not be here.
Reverend Bob has not only given me the foundation of my understanding of the
Dharma, but has also influenced how I share it with others. I remember him always
saying, “You can’t share what you don’t have, and you can’t teach what you don’t
know.” Reverend Bob’s ability to make the Dharma easy to understand, and easy to
share was a big reason this temple has been so successful over the years.
Patti shows me each day how important it is to take care of people. She is always
thinking of others. She is always checking on everyone and keeping things in order so
things will go as smoothly as possible. She is always coordinating everything behind the
scenes. She even feeds us dinner at our monthly Minister Assistant meetings. We call
her “Momma Bear” because she takes care of all of us. Every decision she makes is with
great care and consideration for the temple. She always has the sangha’s best interest at
heart. Patti is the true embodiment of selflessness.
And no matter where they go, they will both forever be my teachers. The wisdom and
guidance they have given me over these past three decades are a part of me now, just
as it is a part of all of us. All of the conferences, classes, retreats, events, lessons, and
activities they have been a part of will forever be with us. Their entire career is one of
incredible meaning and sharing. This is what it means to have a legacy.
The Legacy Endowment Fund Board has contracted with a designer to create a Wall
of Appreciation at the Betsuin. It will be a symbol of our gratitude for the years of
service given by Reverend Bob and Reverend Patti, as well as a symbol of support
and appreciation for the Sacramento Betsuin. We hope the Wall of Appreciation will
serve as a means through which temple members and the community can express their
appreciation for Reverend Bob, Reverend Patti and the Sacramento Betsuin. I am deeply
grateful that this temple exists. I am also deeply grateful to have been here during the
time Reverend Bob and Patti were the caretakers of this wonderful place. It is now up to
all of us to keep this wonderful tradition alive and vibrant. Let us keep Reverend Bob’s
and Reverend Patti’s amazing legacy alive and strong for many more years to come!

Notes from the
Office
Office Manager

Cindy Kitade

Office Project
Coordinator

Jennifer Nitta

Betsuin Office

446-0121

Sangha Helpers

Misao Abe
Shiyoko Futaba
Sumiye Hamamoto
Yukiko Hashisaka
Ruth Hayashi
Irene Hoshiko
Mae Kaneko
Alice Kataoka
Yoshiko Morisawa
Mitzie Muramoto
Mutsuko Noguchi
Helen Sakaishi
Faye Uyemura

Quarterly Contribution Statements

Reports for the first quarter of 2016 were emailed/mailed at the end of April/beginning
of May to Betsuin members. Please contact the office to reconcile any discrepancies
If you would like to have future quarterly statements emailed to you, please provide
your preferred email address to Cindy at: ckitadesbc@gmail.com. If you would like to
discontinue receiving a quarterly contribution statement, please let Cindy know that, as
well. Reports for the second quarter of 2016 (April–June) will be available in mid-July.
Mail Labeling… Thank You!

HUGE THANKS go out to everyone who has been taking care to label your
correspondence and donations so carefully! The extra note from you truly helps to
ensure that your contributions are applied as you intend and that they are recognized
accurately. Whether for a special event (Golf Tourney, River Cats outing, Luau) or a
specific organization (SBWA, Dharma School, Scouts, etc.), the information you have
been adding has been very helpful in routing the tremendous amount of mail that
crosses the front desk. We appreciate your support!
Photos for 2017 Betsuin Calendar

Time to start sifting through all your great photos in preparation for the publishing
cycle of the 2017 Betsuin Calendar! As our summer events are coming up just around
the corner, feel free to share some of your candid photos of the past year and all the
activity that goes on around and behind the scenes at Betsuin-sponsored and -affiliated
events. It’s a chance to share with everyone all the cool things that are happening under
the umbrella of the Sacramento Betsuin! You can bring your photos by the office on a
disc or a flash drive, clearly labeled or in an envelope (or both!)
Special Donation

Thank you to Kazue Tanaka for donating one bolt of black fabric for the Youth
Advocacy Committee (YAC) robes for 2016.
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irst Week: Monday, June 27 to Thursday, June 30: 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Second Week: Monday, July 4 — Holiday — No practice
		
Tuesday, July 5 to Thursday, July 7: 7 p.m. to 8:15pm*
		*Thursday, July 7: Longer practice due to drum dance.

Please be aware that articles
for the Sangha are due on
the 15th of each month. Late
articles will be published in
the following month’s issue
When sending articles by
email, please send email to:
vibrocount@lanset.com with
a cc to: betsuinoffice@gmail.
com and inform the church
office at 446-0121. Please
include the author’s name.
Thank you.

Art and Book
Fair at Jodo
Shinshu Center

Sangha Staff

Editor (English) Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese) Katsuko
Hirota
Contributing Reporters

Endowment

Dharma School
Sports
Golf

Koichi
Mizushima
Valerie Fong
Alan Wu
Richard Kai

Condolences to
the Families Of
George Murakami.................................. May 5, 1925 – April 9, 2016
Howard Sakai ...................................June 27, 1926 – April 24, 2016
Aiko Kurosaka ........................................May 4, 1926 – May 1, 2016
Sensei Miyako Molly Kimura.....March 1, 1924 – May 12, 2016
Gordon Ohta....................................August 28, 1958 – May 15, 2016

T

he Buddhist Churches of America are presenting a free Buddhist Art and Book
Fair, as part of the 10th Anniversary Commemoration for the Jodo Shinshu Center
from Friday, June 24 through Sunday, June 26. Also scheduled are a series of art
and book lectures, all at the Jodo Shinshu Center, 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley:
• Friday, June 24, 6:30 – 8 p.m.: Caroline Brazier, author, The Other Buddhism: Amida
Comes West & Other Works.
• Saturday, June 25, 11 a.m.: Dr. Paula Arai, lecturer, Seeing the Wisdom of
Compassion: The Art & Science of the Heart Sutra.

Gallery hours are: Friday, June 24, 3 p.m. – 8:30 p.m; Saturday, June 25: 10 a.m. – 4
p.m.; Sunday, June 26: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. The BCA Bookstore also will be open. Special
discounts will be available. More information at www.BuddhistChurchesofAmerica.org or
contact the Center for Buddhist Education, cbe@bcahq.org, (510) 809-1460.

Congratulations
Newlyweds
Michael Morita & Maya Sato .........................................May 7, 2016
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T

he Board of Trustees invites sangha members and families, as well as friends of
the Betsuin to participate in the 7th Annual SBC Golf Tournament, scheduled for
play at the Teal Bend Golf Course on Wednesday, August 24. This event is a major
fundraising activity organized by the Special Events Committee of the Sacramento
Buddhist Church (SBC).
The tournament offers several donation options for players, guests and sangha
members to help with this fundraising event through one or more of the following:
• Gold Sponsors: Four complimentary tournament entry fees.
• Silver: Two complimentary entry fees.
• Bronze: One complimentary entry fee.
• Individual and/or In Memory Of: Hole sponsor through a personal and/or group
donation.

June 2016
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Players, NonPlayers
(Continued)

Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA

Vol. 53 No. 6 Page 7

Non-tournament playing sangha members may choose to give a donation by using
the individual or In Memory Of option. A tee box sign with your name and/or name
of those you wish to recognize in memory will be placed on a hole at the tournament
site. The names of players and donors also will be listed in the tournament program.
The SBC Golf Committee welcomes and appreciates your monetary donations and/or
contribution of prizes to the raffle that will be held during the luncheon.
More information about the golf tournament, sponsorship levels, format and scoring,
along with the tournament entry form is enclosed within the monthly Sangha
newsletter. Copies also can be downloaded from the temple’s website at www.
buddhistchurch.com. Questions and/or comments about the fundraising event can be sent
via email to the golf committee at acbetsuingolf@yahoo.com. The temple office staff can
provide general information about the event.
The number of players for this event is limited and the golf committee anticipates a
full field of golfers, so be sure to submit your entry form as soon as possible. We look
forward to another fun tournament and delicious luncheon for all those who participate
and support this fundraising event.
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G

ood morning class…. Good morning class…. Good Morning cclllllaaaaasssss!
Oh, such fond memories of Sister Mary Elephant the substitute teacher.
Remember, memories light the corners of my mind, misty water-colored
memories of the way we were. Change happens, and that is why the way we were
is not the way we are, because that was then and this is now, so go forward while
remembering the past, because how do you know where to go if you don’t know
where you have been. Remember the past, and then let it go to go back to the future.
Go West young man. Let go of the East and broaden your horizons as you step into the
undiscovered country.
The basketball season is all but a memory right now and part of the past, with the
exception of the last tournaments of summer. It is now time to let go of the uniforms
that you all proudly wore and splendidly represented the Betsuin. So, please follow
the following procedures to prepare and return the uniforms to your Team Mom or
Division Coordinator.
1. Uniforms must be clean and completely dry before being bagged (please remember
to hang dry the uniforms).
2.
a.
b.
c.

Bagging Instructions:
Adult Size Uniforms – 2 gallon clear zipper-type baggie
Youth Size Uniforms – 1 gallon clear zipper-type baggie
Bag the uniform so that the red jersey # shows at the top, the shorts are in the middle,
and the black jersey # shows at the bottom.

3. Write the size of the jersey on the outside of the baggie as follows: YM, YL, AS, AM,
AL, AXL, AXXL.
4.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Place the team’s uniforms in a big clean “trash” bag and mark it as follows:
Division (I League, Lil’ Hoopers, or B-E Division)
Boys or Girls
Team number
Coach’s name
Team name
Number of uniforms in the bag

And remember: Let it go, let it go, Can’t hold it back anymore, Let it go, let it go! Let it
go! Let it go!... I am one with the wind and sky!... Let it go! Let it go! So you don’t get
frozen in your tracks.

Girl Scouts
Bridging
Ceremony
Bradley Whyte

G

irl Scouts USA is divided into six age levels: Daisies, Brownies, Juniors,
Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors. Girl Scouts spend two years in a level
before advancing to the next. The annual bridging ceremony honors Girl Scouts
moving into the next level. Each girl ceremonially crosses a physical bridge and is
welcomed on the other side by a Girl Scout in the next level, where she switches out her
vest and officially enters the next level. Year by year, as the girls advance through the
levels, they take on more challenging projects and learn to be more independent and
develop leadership skills.
The May 6 ceremony was led by the Juniors, who did a wonderful job of hosting.
They showed confidence and spoke clearly, leading the ceremony for approximately
200 Girl Scouts and their families. A total of eight troops bridged to the next level, all
anticipating the excitement that the next level has in store.
A slide show was presented highlighting each troop’s activities over the preceding year.
From the new Daisies through to the Ambassadors, it was inspiring to watch how the
girls develop and mature through the years. Each troop has a unique bond and special
way of connecting.
We also bid farewell to the two Ambassador troops who are graduating; they will all be
entering college next semester.
Congratulations to the following Ambassadors who will be graduating:
Akemi Alden
Katelyn Bates
Amanda Borges
Niki Fujimoto

Taylor Groto
Catherine Kong
Sydney Kushida
Maci Meyer

Taylor Morris
Annika Ohta
Natalie Seko
Kristine Yabumoto

Each of these girls had an opportunity to speak about their favorite memories during
their scouting years, and share their dreams for the future. It was clear that Girl Scouts
has been a treasured and valuable part of each of their lives, and that the skills and
confidence they have gained will serve them well in the bright futures they are creating
for themselves. The bonds these young women have formed are lifelong, and even once
they graduate, they hope to remain friends and will always be a part of Troop 569.
The ceremony was a lovely demonstration and celebration of the sisterhood,
camaraderie, independence and leadership that is central to the ideals of Girl Scouts.
Many thanks to everyone who has contributed toward Troop 569’s continued success
this year, who have all helped to develop the confident, competent, inspired young
women of the future.
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ello — It’s June already!

2016 Northern California Federation of
Dharma School Teachers League Conference

After about 18 months of planning, the NC FDSTL Conference has come and gone! The
Sacramento Betsuin was the host temple for the teachers conference, which was entitled,
“Dharma for Dummies III — End of the Trilogy,” and held from April 29 through May
1. The conference planning committee consisted of representatives from Florin, Lodi,
Marysville, Placer, Sacramento, Stockton, and Walnut Grove.
There were about 130 delegates from some of the Hawaiian Islands, Washington,
Oregon, Colorado, Illinois, and throughout California. The delegates participated in the
opening service that included a flash mob, enjoyed a play written by Rinban Bob, spent
part of the morning in the first workshop and a second workshop after lunch, were
provided delicious meals and snacks, and had fun in one of several evening activities.
The conference was a big success due to the efforts of many and gave us an opportunity
to renew friendships, make new friends, and to be reminded of how special it is to
share the Dharma with our children. We discussed ideas of how to help our Dharma
School students as they navigate through life and the challenges they face. After dinner
on Saturday, we recognized several teachers who had reached benchmarks as Dharma
School teachers. This year we presented a certificate to one teacher who has been a
Dharma School teacher for 50 years and we know of others with more years of service
than that. Amazing!
Dharma School Clean-up Day

A big “thank you” to our Dharma School teachers, TAs, students, and parents who
helped on Clean-up Day, on May 22. This is a big job, but made easier with the
assistance of everyone.

Rev. Bob Oshita
428-9833

End of Year Picnic and Awards Presentation

Remember that our annual End of Year Picnic and Awards Presentation are planned for
Sunday, June 5, beginning with service at 9:30 a.m. at William Land Park. Directions:
South on Riverside Blvd., left on 12th Avenue, picnic site straight ahead on the righthand side of the street. Bring a chair! We are encouraging our Dharma School families
and friends to come out to enjoy this special last service of the 2015–16 term.
Dharma School Teacher Assistants (TAs) Needed

Students who will be in 9th grade or higher by September 2016 may apply to be a
Dharma School TA. Interested students will need to prepare a short statement that
addresses the following:
• Reasons you would like to become a Dharma School TA;
• Skills, experiences, and qualities you will bring to the classroom; and
• Additional information about yourself that demonstrates your readiness to be a TA.

Rev. Patti Oshita
428-9833

Completed statements must include student’s name, contact phone number, and email
address. Place the written statement in an envelope addressed to Valerie Fong, Dharma
School Superintendent, and deliver to the Dharma School mail slot in the church office.
Completed statements will be reviewed at the end of August 2016. After the review
process is completed, students will be notified by the Dharma School Superintendent
regarding placement.
Sensei Koichi Mizushima
704-1493
bkmizu@gmail.com

Bazaar Outdoor Clean-up: August 13 and 14

Please be sure to let your student’s Dharma School teacher know if you can help bus
tables in the outdoor eating area. We could really use more volunteers. Thank you!
Wishing everyone a happy and safe summer! See you at the Bazaar!

Donations

Rinban Bob
and Reverend
Patti Retirement
Celebration

Dharma School “courtyard” gratefully acknowledges donations from the following:
Dharma School Kindergarten
Class
Naomi Hamamoto
Nancy Hashimoto
Grace Hatano
Minnie Iseri

R

Rosemary Kitaoka
Doris Kuroko
Cathie Lieu Yasuda
Ed & Janet Mizutani
Mitzie Muramoto
Yuki Myers

Barbara Nakatomi
Gordon & Jennifer Nitta
Kiyo Tanaka
Haruo & Sueko Yamashita

egistration forms for Rinban Bob and Reverend Patti’s Retirement Celebration
are available in the church hallway, in the office and at www.buddhistchurch.com/
rbrpretirement. Deadline to register: May 31.

The celebration is scheduled for Saturday, June 11 at the Sacramento DoubleTree Hotel.
No host bar at 5 p.m.; dinner at 6 p.m. $75 per person includes dinner and contribution
toward retirement gift. $26.50 for children age 10 and under.
Registration material includes information for those unable to attend the event but who
would like to contribute toward a gift. Forward any questions to 2016rbrp@gmail.com.
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