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Resident 
Minister
Rev. Matt Hamasaki I had read somewhere from someone who worked in linguistics that most 

misunderstandings that people have are from their different definitions of the 
same word. To me, this seemed like a too-simplistic understanding of conflict that 

could easily be attributed to problems but just as easily dismissed. Of course (in my 
internal dialogue as I said to myself) our issues we have run much deeper than merely 
semantics. There are plenty of deep-seated experiences and emotions as well as multiple 
narratives that can tangle up interactions.
Just as I had said that, it seemed as though I had challenged the universe and it 
decided to make itself known in a real way in my life, specifically my Buddhist studies. 
While I had been looking over the translation of the Juseige, one line stood out to 
me as confusing and I could not put together what the meaning was. The line and 
the preceding line are “having attained Buddhahood untainted/My august air shall 
illumine the ten quarters.”
The particular phrase that confounded me is “august air.” Looking at the Chinese from 
which it originates, this had to come from three of the five characters in the line 威, 
曜, or 朗. The first character could mean “authority, dignity, or majesty”; the second 
character could mean “dazzling brightness”; and the third could mean “bright, clear, 
or cheerful.” None of these brought to mind the image of a breeze in the eighth month 
of the year. I looked up a different definition and it claimed the line translation should 
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Resident 
Minister
(Continued)

President’s 
Message
Stuart Ito

be “When merits and virtues are perfected/My majestic light shall radiate in the ten 
quarters,” which, according to my research, would fit perfectly with the Chinese.
Still, the translation bothered me. Why was it talking about a gaseous substance at the 
end of summer? It just so happened that I was also looking into the Kojiki, one of the 
oldest texts known in Japan. In it, there is a deity named Ame-no-Minakanushi, which 
supposedly means “Lord of the August Center of Heaven.” Again, with the august! So, I 
looked up what the character 御, for august meant, and it was an honorific prefix, which 
was defined as — you guessed it — august. It then hit me that there might be another 
definition of august than the month! I looked it up, and sure enough, august meant 
respected and impressive. And I knew that in that context, there is another definition for 
“air” — an impression of a quality or manner attributed to something or someone. So 
really, the two translations were basically the same. And thus, by my own hand, I was 
taught how the definition of words really can be the root of misunderstandings.

Hello Sangha Members and Friends,

This will be my last Sangha article as president. It has been my honor serving as 
your president for the last two years and it was a very meaningful experience 
for me. Reflecting upon the countless hardships and sacrifices that prior temple 

leaders experienced over the 121-year history of our temple, I now have an even deeper 
appreciation and profound gratitude for all those who came 
before us. President-Elect Gordon Nitta will start his term in 
January.
Needless to say, these last two years have been an interesting 
journey. 2019 was a very good year. We had a successful Sakura 
Matsuri, our first participation as a temple in the Pride March, 
and beautiful Obon Odori. Then we started on Bazaar. We 
worked for several weeks to rebuild all the Bazaar booths, added 
new booth countertops, installed netting for each food booth, 
created all new signage, and resurrected the Bazaar sponsorship 
program. Due to the generosity of the sponsorship effort, we 
were able to provide bright orange T-shirts to all the Bazaar 
volunteers.
One memorable moment for me was having to evacuate the 
entire Bazaar grounds on Sunday morning due to a suspected 
gas leak in the tempura booth. I felt so bad for all of our 
volunteers standing for over an hour in the hot sun. After the fire 

department arrived (after taking a wrong turn down Riverside Blvd.) and completed 
their inspection, we ended up shutting down the tempura booth. Even with the 
tempura booth closed, we ended up having a very successful Bazaar.

Let me extend a heartfelt thank you to the entire Bazaar 
Committee as well as all the sangha volunteers who 
have for so many consecutive years dedicated their 
time and talent to build our annual Bazaar into such an 
incredible regional event.
January 2020 started off by ringing the kansho on New 
Year’s Eve and our New Year’s Day service. That seems 
so long ago. Little did we know that three months later 
in March we would abruptly close the temple and 
cancel Sakura Matsuri with only a three-day notice. As 
time went on it became obvious that we would have to 
keep the temple closed indefinitely. All future events 
would need to be canceled— Sunday services, Dharma 
School, Family and Friends picnic, Sakura Gakuen, 

Obon, Bazaar, annual golf tournament, biannual rummage sale, and the sports program 
for youth. All temple-affiliated and -sponsored organizations would also be sidelined 

— Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Adult 
Buddhist Association (ABA), Sacramento Buddhist 
Women’s Association (SBWA), Jr. Young Buddhist 
Association (Jr. YBA), Choir, Tanoshimi-Kai, and 
even group exercise and line dancing. The temple 
went silent.
How were we going to support the sangha and 
temple during the closure? We made a phone 
list and called all of our senior sangha members 
to make sure they were OK and had a support 
system. The SBWA continues to reach out to those 
members even now who may need help or just 
want to hear a friendly voice.
As August grew closer, we realized that without 

Bazaar, the temple would lose about one-third of the income to support the temple. 
Given this reality, the idea of a Bazaar at Home Edition telethon fundraiser was 

Marty Sakata and Steve Sasaki 
constructing new Bazaar booths.

New Bazaar signage

Bazaar volunteers — Evacuated 
due to gas leak.
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born. With our two very outstanding Masters of Ceremonies (Sharon Ito and Koichi 
Mizushima), Karen Adachi as the chairperson, and the hard work from our entire 
Bazaar at Home Edition committee, we were able to put on a 5-hour live-streamed 
telethon on Bazaar day. With the outstanding support of our sangha and the entire 

community, near and far, it was a 
tremendous success. We even exceeded 
our financial goals. What an incredible 
sangha! Thank you!
After the onslaught of activity 
leading up to the Bazaar at Home 
Edition telethon, I had hoped for 
smooth sailing to the end of the year. 
COVID-19 cases in the Sacramento area 
were on the decline and the prospect 
of gradually opening to some activities 
became hopeful. We assembled a 
committee to establish opening policies 
for the Nokotsudo as a first step. This 
was the most requested activity from 
our sangha members and visiting the 

Nokotsudo would not require any physical interaction between the Betsuin staff and the 
visitors. We were all set to open with an announcement in this December Sangha.

Unfortunately, due to rising cases of COVID-19 in the Sacramento 
area, Sacramento County has moved back to the higher purple 
(widespread) tier— eliminating indoor religious services as well 
as implementing other restrictions. For now, our plans to open the 
Nokotsudo are on hold until we move back down to the red tier.
As I wrap up this article and my second year as president, I want to 
thank each and every one of you for supporting the temple through 
these uncertain times. As Buddhists, we know that all things are 
impermanent and in constant change. This is not a Buddhist truth, 
but a universal truth.
As such, we know 

these difficult times will one day pass. 
We often hear that if we truly realize how 
precious each moment of life is — right 
now — we would appreciate with deep 
gratitude each moment of our finite lives.
I wish each of you my best and please stay 
safe during this difficult time so we can 
one day all visit in person again.
Namoamidabutsu.

Stuart Ito and daughter
Kelsey at conclusion of Bazaar

at Home broadcast.

President’s 
Message
(Continued)

2019 Pride March

Sharon Ito and Koichi Mizushima 
MC the Bazaar at Home Edition.

Hello Betsuin Sangha,

As 2020 draws to a close, I cannot help but be mindful and grateful of the 
amazing, talented, and selfless gifts of kindness and compassion I have been 
most fortunate to have witnessed.

Since the pandemic was declared in March, we can be proud of our temple leadership 
that has expended herculean efforts to keep everything running well under the radar 
— including fundraising. Kudos to President Stuart Ito for leading the sangha talent 
and volunteers to new heights. Congratulations to Reverend Matt and Michelle on the 
birth of their beautiful daughter, Ayala. We, as a sangha, have that and more for which 
to be thankful and grateful. Also, thanks to the organizers of the Zoom informational 
monthly meetings, which have kept the sangha in touch with information to manage 
and thrive.
It looks that while the sangha has done a stellar job in not spreading the disease, the 
rest of the community was not as successful. It’s still not safe or prudent to gather as we 
normally would daily or for the holidays. Let’s stay vigilant and stay safe. Please have a 
safe and happy new year!
Note: See the Donations section at the end of the Sangha newsletter for donations received by the 
SBWA from March 1, 2020 to October 31, 2020 that were not reported in prior months.

Sacramento 
Buddhist 
Women’s 
Association
Barbara Nakatomi
President
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Young Buddhist Editorial Supported by Legacy Endowment Fund

Long ago (before the COVID pandemic) the Legacy Endowment Fund decided 
to invite ideas for project funding — projects that would propagate and support 
Shin Buddhism. While that didn’t produce a surge of results, thanks in part I 

believe to our lives changing so quickly and radically, a great initiative emerged for 
funding support.
Thanks to Reverend Matt, The Young Buddhist Editorial (YBE) was brought to our 
attention. I heartily recommend that you visit their website (after reading the Sangha 
of course). You will find them at www.youngbuddhisteditorial.com, where you will 
have an opportunity to sign up for their impressive newsletter. And rather than tell 
you about them, here are their own words and perspectives. (My thanks to Devon 
Matsumoto and Stephanie Fong.)
Stephanie Fong: “I often hear it said that our Buddhist communities are experiencing a loss of 
young adults in their sanghas — and I can confirm that as a young adult, I quickly lost touch 
once I left for college in Boston. Being across the country, without a temple near me, it was very 
difficult to stay in touch with Buddhism. That is why I see so much potential in YBE — because 
it doesn’t matter whether I’m in Boston or Sacramento or anywhere else. Through YBE I can 
remain connected to my Buddhist identity in a community that has no boundaries.”
Devon Matsumoto: “...Another major issue facing Shin Buddhism is the hesitancy of the 
leadership to be involved in social justice issues. Many Shin Buddhists have been involved as 
individuals but the BCA [Buddhist Churches of America] as a whole has been slow to react to 
current events that are not only affecting our sangha members, but the communities in which 
our temples reside. A major factor of this is the present and intergenerational trauma that the 
Japanese/Asian American Buddhist community is experiencing. White supremacy plays a key 
role in the hindrance of this healing for the pan-Asian Buddhist community in that it has caused 
many to buy into the myth of the model minority and ignore issues significantly impacting our 
community and other marginalized communities. YBE has and will never discriminate against 
those who are not BIPOC Buddhists but asks those who are not to understand the space they are 
stepping in to and how their presence impacts the BIPOC [Black, Indigenous, People of Color] 
Buddhist community.” And,
“YBE has three main programs that we have running to address the issues above. The first is the 
creation of the Young Adult Buddhist Council, which is made up of a collective of representatives 
from various young adult Buddhist groups in the BCA. This program is meant to help the 
different young adult groups learn from and collaborate with each other to grow their respective 
groups. It also serves as a way for these young adult groups to be represented within the BCA as 
the group will send one representative to represent all of YBE to BCA. 
“The second program is the Editorial Board. This program is responsible for writing and 
publishing articles, art, stories etc. to amplify the voices of BIPOC Buddhists. One of our slogans 
is ‘sharing the experiences of young people while preserving the stories of our ancestors.’
“The third program is our Social Justice Committee. This group organizes educational 
workshops pertaining to different social issues and how these issues relate to the Asian Buddhist 
community. The group also has a book club where folks can sign up and choose a social justice-
oriented book to read and discuss through a Buddhist lens.”
The Legacy Endowment Fund looks forward to the vitality and activism of YBE. The 
funding will hopefully allow the organization to become more formalized and to find 
other sources of funding. We have requested that YBE report back to us on progress and 
activities. We wish them all the best in their important efforts.

Legacy 
Endowment 
Fund
Pat McLafferty

President Stuart Ito
president@buddhistchurch.org

Reverend Matt Hamasaki
(916) 926-2221
Mnhamasaki@gmail.com

Traditionally, family memorial services are held for loved ones on designated 
anniversaries. These are precious occasions to honor the treasured memories of 
our beloved ones and to realize how fortunate we are to be embraced by Amida 

Buddha’s light of wisdom and life of compassion.

2020 Family 
Memorial 
Service 
Schedule Year of Death     2020 Memorial

 2019 ..................................................1 year
 2018 ..................................................3 year
 2014 ..................................................7 year
 2008 ..................................................13 year
 2004 ..................................................17 year

Year of Death     2020 Memorial

 1996 ..................................................25 year
 1988 ..................................................33 year
 1971 ..................................................50 year
 1921 ..................................................100 year

Condolences to
the Families Of

Ai Tanaka ............................November 10, 1918 – October 25, 2020
Haruye Osaki .................................April 6, 1922 – October 30, 2020
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Committee work has been ongoing for several months to develop procedures and 
to implement physical changes at the Betsuin to prepare for safely reopening the 
Nokotsudo for family and friends to pay their respects. We were very excited to 

reach our goal and were planning to publish this December article to welcome everyone 
to make a reservation! 
Unfortunately, on November 10, Sacramento County moved up to “Widespread” or the 
Purple Tier, which meant our December reopening option was no longer possible. The 
chart below provides information on the guidelines we must follow:

The committee is monitoring tier levels, which are published every Tuesday and can be 
found at covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/.
Once we can reopen the Nokotsudo, social distancing and disinfecting procedures will 
be strictly practiced so we can do our best to ensure the safety of visitors and Betsuin 
staff. Some of the changes and protocols you can expect:
• Online reservation requests will be available, with a maximum of 6 visitors allowed 

for a single appointment. Requests must be submitted at least 3 days in advance. 
Drop-in visits cannot be accommodated.

• Appointment days will be Mondays and Thursdays (9:00-4:00, last appt at 3:00), and 
Saturdays (9:00-2:00, last appt at 1:00).

• Appointments will be at the top of each hour so that there is sufficient time for the 
Nokotsudo and restrooms to be cleaned/disinfected before and after each visit.

• Prior to entry, visitors must apply hand sanitizer (provided by the Betsuin) and 
masks must always be worn. Safety protocol signage has been posted throughout the 
Betsuin.

• Air dryers in the restrooms have been disconnected/replaced by touchless paper 
towel dispensers.

• Air purifiers have been placed in the Nokotsudo. Doors will remain open during 
visits for touchless entry/exit and to promote fresh air circulation.

When we can accept reservations, each confirmation will be accompanied by additional 
written information for your visit. Thank you for your understanding as we await better 
news in terms of the level of COVID-19 spread. 
Know that the Betsuin is now READY to reopen the Nokotsudo as soon as our county 
reaches a safe level. Please wear your masks, wash your hands, stay safe and healthy 
and we will all see each other sooner!

Reopening the 
Nokotsudo to 
Visitors

Office Manager

Cindy Kitade

Office Project 
Coordinator

Jennifer Nitta

Front Office 
Coordinator

Mika Matayoshi

Front Desk Staff

Kellie Morioka Sato

Betsuin Office

(916) 446-0121

Sangha Helpers

Cindy Kitade
Mika Matayoshi
Jennifer Nitta
Kellie Morioka Sato



December 2020 Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA Vol. 57 No. 12  Page 6

Join us for these friendly, informative sessions. Ask questions and learn about steps 
you can take to ensure a healthy and happy life for yourself and those around you!

Please sign up at BetsuinPrograms@buddhistchurch.org
Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95818-2233

Thursday Night 
Medical Series:
‘How to Live a 
Life Well’

Sing Along with Merv
(Virtually)

Thursday, December 10, 2020 — 6:30 p.m.
Zoom

Merv Maruyama
Singer/Actor

Music is good for the heart and soul. Merv Maruyama 
will take us back to our happy place as he sings nostalgic 

Japanese and American songs, ending with a Holiday 
Ukulele Sing/Strum-Along. We’ll do a Christmas sing-along. 

Ukulele players, have your uke ready and strum along!

How to Prevent Cardiovascular Disease:

Weight Loss, Cholesterol 
Lowering, and Beyond

Come and learn about Heart Health 101 and 
heart issues pertaining to women.

Thursday, January 21, 2021 — 6:30 p.m.
Zoom

Dr. Nancy Luo
Consultant Cardiologist, Mercy Medical Group

Spring semester registration for Sakura Gakuen will start in December and 
continue through January 15, 2021. Please register online at our website, https://
sakuragakuen.org. Payment must be received before the class starts on February 1, 

2021. We are teaching all classes online by Zoom this year.
We plan to have a new introductory beginner class. The other beginner classes and 
intermediate conversation as well as JLPT N3 level Kanji class will continue from the 
fall semester. If you know some Japanese, you can join one of the ongoing classes as 
long as we have room.
The tuition for church members is $168 per semester, which is a 20% discount. Please 
contact me at thomas@sakuragakuen.org.

Sakura Gakuen 
Adult Class
Masako Thomas
Adult Class Dean
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2021 Membership Dues Payment

All individuals and families who were paid members in 2020 
will soon be receiving your Annual Membership Renewal Form 

(if they have not already arrived in your mailboxes!).

Please be sure to return your form to the Betsuin Office in the 
envelope provided. You’ll be helping us ensure that our records 

are updated with your most current information.

Online credit card payment continues to be available for both 
monthly and annual options.

For your convenience, you can “Set it and forget it”!

To find quick links to our 2021 Membership Categories and to 
set-up your online payment, please visit the Betsuin website at: 

www.buddhistchurch.org/membership.

From the Office

Annual Giving Reports

For several years, the Betsuin automatically distributed Annual Giving Reports. 
Initially, reports were sent to all donors; in subsequent years, reports were sent 
only to members (nonmember donations are acknowledged with individual 

donation letters).
Each year, we received valuable feedback from you that helped to inform our 
procedure. A few years ago, we learned that while the report is helpful, many of you:
• Track your own donations through your personal banking application.
• Donate directly to various Betsuin organizations and events and those contributions 

are not included in the Annual Giving Report (because each organization or 
committee tracks their own finances and acknowledgements separately).

Your individual Annual Giving Report for donations made to the Buddhist Church of 
Sacramento in 2020 will be available BY REQUEST. To make a request, please send 
an email to: SacBetsuinReport@buddhistchurch.org. You can also call the office at (916) 
446-0121, and leave a voicemail message for us. Reports will be available beginning 
1/15/2021; please allow 7 business days from the acknowledgment of your request for 
processing.

Sangha Staff
Editor (English)     Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese)   Katsuko
 Hirota

Contributing Reporters
President Stuart Ito
SBWA Barbara
 Nakatomi
Legacy Fund Pat McLafferty
Girl Scouts Karen
 Kurasaki
ABA Keiko Jean 
 Kashiwada
Sakura Gakuen Masako
 Thomas

On Friday, November 13, Girl Scout Troop 569 held its first Zoom Investiture 
Rededication Ceremony. We had 11 girls investing with 114 girls rededicating 
back to the troop. It was an evening filled with various troop levels sharing 

videos of their girls performing certain portions of the ceremony.
Leslie Kaneko’s troop opened the ceremony with the flag ceremony, followed by 
Corlene Goi’s and Fritizie Archuleta’s troops taking care of the Investiture Ceremony.
The Rededication Ceremony was organized by Christine DeCamp’s troop. We then 
recognized and thanked the troops for selling a total of 22,144 boxes of Girl Scout 
cookies. Our top three cookie sellers were Ella Kaneko with 1,392 boxes, Vanessa Saika 
with 450 boxes and Lauren Kubota with 426 boxes. We would like to thank again our 
cookie chairs within each troop and our Troop 569 Chairs Leslie & Keith Kaneko and 
Jan Goto.
The troop recognized four girls from Tami Tomlinson’s and Lynn Paquin’s troop for 
their Silver award. The recipients were Olivia Kim, Kianna Nakaoka, Nola Nishio and 
Kristi Tomlinson. Congratulations Girls!
Last, we ended the evening with a slideshow sharing the various activities of each troop 
from 2019 into 2020. The event ended with the Retiring of the Colors by Jan Hoshida’s 
and Melanie Shimazu’s troop.
It is no small task to organize and prepare our annual Investiture Rededication 
Ceremony. It takes even more coordination and planning when we are experiencing the 
event via Zoom. Needless to say, this could not have come together without the help of 
so very, very many people.
We would like to recognize and thank Liz Nakagawa for being our Zoom host and her 
daughter Alyssa for her help. And a very special thank you to all our leaders and all our 
scouts for their efforts to make our first Zoom ceremony a successful project shared and 
enjoyed by everyone.

Girl Scout 
Troop 569
Karen Kurasaki

The ABA officers would like to wish everyone a very safe and happy holiday. Let’s 
all continue to avoid large gatherings and wear masks.

Please feel free to call on us if you need anything. We hope 2021 will be a better year for 
all of us!

Adult Buddhist 
Association
Keiko Jean Kashiwada
ABA President

Articles for the Sangha are due 
on the 15th of each month. 
Late articles will be published 
in the following month’s issue.
When sending articles by 
email, please send email to: 
Sangha@buddhistchurch.org 
with a cc to: betsuinoffice@
buddhistchurch.org and 
inform the church office at 
(916) 446-0121. Please include 
the author’s name. Thank you.



Buddhist Church of Sacramento
Wall of Appreciation Donor Form

The members of the Legacy Endowment Board had a vision to create a project that could express our appreciation for the 
Sacramento Betsuin. They contracted with a designer to create the Wall of Appreciation. This project is not only a symbol 
of gratitude for the Betsuin, but also for the generations of Sangha members who built and sustained this temple for so 
many years. It is only through the efforts of so many others that we are able to exist today. With deepest gratitude, thank 
you for your continued support of the Sacramento Betsuin.




