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Interim Rinban 
& Supervising 
Minister
Rev. Marvin Harada

The Pure Land Is Both Near and Far Away

A Tribute to Rev. Tetsuo Unno

I recently attended the retirement party for Reverend Tetsuo Unno, who served as a 
part-time minister at the Pasadena Buddhist Church for 47 years. I doubt that there 
will ever be a minister like Reverend Unno, whose broad range of study enabled him 

to relate Jodo Shinshu to Zen Buddhism, to modern psychology, to western philosophy, 
to modern and classic writers, to just about everything. Reverend Unno spoke on all 
of those subjects from the standpoint of his own deep study. He read and studied, not 
superficially, but very deeply. He has been an often and always well-received speaker 
at many Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) temples. I never tired of listening to his 
messages or lectures.
At his retirement luncheon, in his message, he quoted the western philosopher Martin 
Heidegger, who said that truth was both near and far away. This reminded me of 
something very similar that Shigaraki Sensei of Ryukoku University used to say in his 
lectures. He would say that in the Larger Sutra it says that the Pure Land is very far 
away, but in the Meditation Sutra it says that the Pure Land is very near.
I think that both of these statements are saying essentially the same thing.
The search for truth can be a long spiritual journey. It might take years. Look at 
Shakyamuni Buddha’s life of six years of ascetic practice before his attainment 
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of enlightenment, not counting his years as a prince in which he reflected and 
contemplated before embarking on his spiritual quest. Shinran Shonin practiced for 20 
years on Mount Hiei. I am sure that to both of them, truth, enlightenment, or the “Pure 
Land” must have seemed billions of miles away in a spiritual sense.
But Shakyamuni Buddha and Shinran Shonin, after their spiritual insight and realiza-
tion, both talk about truth being very near, very close to them. Other great Zen Buddhist 
masters and Shin Buddhist Myokonin have said similar things, that their long spiritual 
journey or quest made them realize that it was right in front of their nose all along.
But we can’t just say, “Well, I guess I don’t have to seek or even try if it is right here.” 
Depending on our attitude or perspective, the Pure Land is either far, far away, or it is 
very near to us. If I have no mind of listening to nor have a desire to learn or receive the 
teachings, then the Pure Land, as a metaphor for truth, is literally billions of miles away. 
But if I sincerely listen, reflect, and discuss the Dharma, then the Pure Land becomes 
closer and closer to me. It begins to illuminate our hearts and minds, our lives and our 
beings. I think that both of these statements are saying that truth, enlightenment, or the 
Pure Land, can be near or far, depending on us. Without a seeking mind, the Pure Land 
is billions of miles away, but when I begin to seek, question, listen and learn, the Pure 
Land comes closer and closer to us in our hearts and minds.
To give an example of how Shinran Shonin saw the light of truth, the light of enlighten-
ment, the light of the Pure Land very near to him, here is one of his poems, or wasan:
 Beams of light, thirty-six hundred
 Thousand billion in number,
	 Shine	brilliantly	from	within	each	flower;
 There is no place they do not reach.
  Collected Works of Shinran, p. 335
How much closer can the Pure Land be if one can see the light of the Pure Land shining 
in each and every flower? 
Buddhism in general, and Shin Buddhism as well, is filled with paradoxes or 
contradictions. These paradoxes are trying to express spiritual or religious truth that can 
be expressed only in terms of paradox or contradiction. To our western, logical mind, 
these paradoxes can seem quite puzzling. However, we must reflect on them and see the 
level of truth they are trying to express.
In that manner, it makes total sense to say that truth is both near and far from us. It 
makes total sense to say that the Pure Land is both near and far away. If the sutra only 
said that the Pure Land was far, far away, then how could we ever connect with it? If 
it simply said that the Pure Land is right here, then we would never make the effort to 
seek or discover it. That is why both statements are necessary — it is both near and far.
Reverend Tetsuo Unno has retired from his frequent speaking engagements at various 
temples, but over these many years I have learned so much from him, as have countless 
other people as well. In his final message at his retirement, he left us with yet another 
deep and profound teaching, to awaken to and receive a truth that is on one hand very 
far away, but at the same time, is also very near to us.
Namuamidabutsu

Interim Rinban 
& Supervising 
Minister
(Continued)

Reverend Harada made me aware of a retirement party for Reverend Tetsuo Unno, 
and I was honored to attend the event near his temple in Pasadena. Reverend 
Unno has had a great influence on me from a young age. He fascinated me 

because he studied psychology, psychoanalysis and many world religions in an effort 
to understand himself. I have known Reverend Unno for about 40 years and believe I 
was introduced to him by the late Molly Kimura as she would hold dharma discussions 
at her home. My relationship with Reverend Unno then carried on to college where I 
would write to him and he would give me advice on how to look at the world. I still 
have and cherish every one of his typewritten letters.
Reverend Unno was an annual guest speaker at the Betsuin for about 17 years. I had the 
great privilege of having him stay at my home during most of his visits. His breakfast 
of extra crispy bacon, three sunnyside eggs, coffee and toast was his morning ritual in 
addition to having three or four books to read concurrently.
His observational skills were very keen. He once looked at a Japanese-to-English dic-
tionary on my bookshelf that belonged to my late Japanese-born mother-in-law, Mikiko 
Rickards. The small paperback dictionary was worn, dirty and bent due to extended 
use. He reflected that this simple dictionary and its condition showed the love she held 
as a mother as she tried to raise her three children as a widow in a country so foreign 
to her. To me it was an old book gathering dust. Now it is a cherished memento of a 
mother expressing her love to her children. His dharma eyes were always wide open.
His view has always been that the understanding of Buddhism (Shin Buddhism) 
was the most important work one could do in their life — one of critical importance 
that transcends all other priorities. Of course, there is the practical side of life that we 
must maintain, but in the grand picture of life, Shin Buddhism remains of paramount 
importance. That is what I will always remember from my conversations with him and 
his many visits to Sacramento. We wish him a great retirement.

President’s 
Message
Stuart Ito

Reverend Marvin Harada
(714) 323-6843 cell
marvinharada@gmail.com

President Stuart Ito
stito1@gmail.com

Reverend Matt Hamasaki
(916) 926-2221
Mnhamasaki@gmail.com

Sangha Staff
Editor (English)     Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese)   Katsuko
 Hirota

Contributing Reporters
President Stuart Ito
SBWA Keiko Jean
 Kashiwada
Legacy Fund Allan Hoshida
Sakura Matsuri Karen Adachi
ABA Education Wayne
  Fund Kurahara
Sakura Gakuen Masako
 Thomas
Dharma School Valerie Fong
Girl Scouts Jennifer Morita
Sports Cmte Alan Wu



February 2020 Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA Vol. 57 No. 2  Page 4

We began our January monthly SBWA Board meeting with a meaningful New 
Year’s message by Reverend Matt Hamasaki. This was President Barbara 
Nakatomi’s first meeting as our President. We encourage all SBWA ladies to 

become active members and help Barbara have two great years.
We sincerely appreciate the generous donations to our organization. The donations 
received in January are listed in the “Donations” section at the end of the Sangha 
newsletter.
Thank you, SBWA ladies and families of SBWA ladies, for always supporting the SBWA 
with your generous donations and for participating in our events and projects.
Welcome to our seven new members: Judy Brewster, Janet Glaholt, Michel Inaba, Cindy 
Kakutani, Carol Nishimoto, Ellen Shinfuku and Danielle Wood. 
Upcoming Events — Save the Date!

• Women of Jodo Shinshu Luncheon and Service: February 9. Lunch at 12 noon with 
service to follow at 1 p.m. Reverend Yukiko Motoyoshi from the Buddhist Church 
of Stockton will be our guest speaker. Reverend Motoyoshi is a wonderful speaker 
and will be retiring in May of this year. It will be a wonderful opportunity to hear 
her speak and to thank her and wish her well in her retirement. Please RSVP for your 
lunch by February 1. All SBWA members were mailed a notice of this service.

•   2020 Day of Remembrance: 
Wednesday, February 19, at the 
California Museum, 1020 O 
Street, Sacramento. Reception 
is from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
followed by the documentary 
screening from 6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Check out the informational flyer 
in the Sangha.

•  Sakura Matsuri: March 15. The 
SBWA needs a chairperson for 
the SBWA portion of this event. 
The SBWA will be selling food 
items. Loleen Nakano and 
Barbara Nakatomi will work on 
the food items that the SBWA will 
be selling.

•  Rummage Sale: June 13. 
Donations of rummage sale items 
will be accepted on June 11 and 12.

•  Music Circus: June 28, 3 p.m. 
- “Carousel” and July 26, 3 p.m. 
- “Annie.” Virginia Uchida has 
reserved 25 tickets for each 
performance.

•  Northern California Family 
Conference/Music Fest: 
September 5 at the Walnut Grove 
Buddhist Church.

More information to follow as we 
approach the event dates.

Bazaar Craft Report - 
Shirley Kato

Generous donations of Bazaar 
craft booth items were received 
from Helene Kawaye (fabric) and 
Virginia Uchida (crocheted wash 
cloths, scrubbers, bead necklace, 
and greeting cards).

Next SBWA Meeting

The next SBWA Board meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 
5, starting at 5:45 p.m. in the Hondo 
with a short service by Reverend 
Matt Hamasaki, followed by a 
meeting in Classrooms 1 and 4.

Sacramento 
Buddhist 
Women’s 
Association
Keiko Jean Kashiwada
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Happy New Year 2020 and best wishes from the Legacy Endowment Fund Board! 
Hope this finds all of you in good health.

Densho Oral History Workshop

Sponsored by Densho and Buddhist Church of Sacramento/Legacy Endowment Fund
You are invited to join Tom Ikeda, Executive Director of Densho, for a workshop about 
oral histories and how to conduct them. Tom will begin the workshop demonstrating 
how oral histories document and share Japanese American history. He will then discuss 
how to create an oral history project, as well as the process and techniques of doing an 
oral history interview. 

Saturday, February 29, 2020
Classrooms 1 and 4/Multi-Purpose

Time: 1 p.m.– 4 p.m.
Cost: Free, but donations gratefully accepted

Please RSVP by Tuesday, February 25 to: allanhoshida@gmail.com or (916) 307-7952.
This event will be held at the Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd., 
Sacramento, CA 95818; (916) 446-0121.
About Tom and Densho

Tom Ikeda is the founding Executive Director of Densho, a nonprofit organization 
started in 1996. Densho’s mission is to preserve and share the history of the World War 
II Japanese American incarceration to promote justice and equity today. Tom is a sansei 
who was born and raised in Seattle. He has personally conducted more than 250 video-
recorded oral history interviews with Japanese Americans. Over the last 24 years, the 
Densho archives have grown to include some 80,000 scanned photos and documents, 
as well as nearly 1,000 oral history interviews with Japanese Americans who were 
incarcerated during World War II. Densho’s Encyclopedia provides 1,500 articles 
giving context to the content. And, through free online lessons for educators, Densho’s 
curriculum introduces students to questions of civil liberties through stories and first-
hand accounts of discrimination. All of Densho’s resources can be freely accessed and 
downloaded by anyone, anywhere. 

Legacy 
Endowment 
Fund
Allan Hoshida

Spring semester starts on Monday, February 3, but it is not too late. If you know 
some Japanese, you can join an ongoing class.

The new introductory beginner is from 7:30 p.m. to 8:55 p.m., and Kanji class (JLPT N4 
level) is also from 7:30 p.m. to 8:55 p.m.

Continuing from the fall semester are beginner levels 2 and 3, intermediate levels 1 and 
3, a pre-advanced and advanced classes.

The tuition for church members is $168 per semester, which is a 20% discount. For 
information, please contact thomas@sakuragakuen.org.

The Sakura Gakuen Japanese Speech Contest is scheduled for Saturday, March 24, 9 a.m. 
in the Hondo.

Sakura Gakuen 
Adult Class
Masako Thomas
Adult Class Dean

Music
Music
Music



February 2020 Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA Vol. 57 No. 2  Page 6

Dr. Denis Ishisaka

“Let’s Talk About 
Your Meds”

Tips and Advice from Your 
Friendly Pharmacist

Thursday, February 13, 2020
6: 30 p.m.

Annex
Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd., 

Sacramento, CA 95818-2233

Join us for this important and informative session. Ask questions about your 
medications and learn how to be sure you are using them correctly and maximizing 
their benefit for you!

Please sign up in the temple office, (916) 446-0121, or at BetsuinPrograms@gmail.com.

Thursday Night 
Medical Series

Save the date! The 3rd Annual Sakura Matsuri Food & Shopping Faire will be held 
on Sunday, March 15, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Food booths will be open from 10:30 am.–1:30 
p.m. (or until sold out).

The Faire will feature a variety of food booths sponsored by various Betsuin-affiliated 
and -sponsored organizations, as well as commercial products, services, and craft items 
sold by individual vendors and organizations.

Pre-sale order forms for food items will be accepted. The order forms can be found in 
this month’s Sangha [below] and are available on the church website.

Vendor applications are now being accepted.
Registration Deadline: February 7, 2020.

For vendor applications or more information about the vendor/organization 
booths, please contact Karen Adachi at (916) 801-3721 or karenadachi@aol.com. Vendor 
application forms and the pre-sale order forms are posted on the church website, www.
buddhistchurch.org, under Special Events.

Sakura Matsuri
3rd Annual 
Food & 
Shopping Faire
Sunday, March 15
Karen Adachi
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2020 Membership Dues Payment 

Annual Membership Renewal Forms that were not picked up from the Betsuin 
hallway were mailed on December 16 to all individuals and families who were 
paid members in 2019. If you have not received yours, please contact the office 

so that we can remedy that right away! For our third year, online credit card payment is 
available for both monthly and annual options.
You can go to the Betsuin website at www.buddhistchurch.org/membership to find quick 
links to the membership categories.

2020 Membership Forms — An Apology

On the pre-filled, 2020 pink membership forms that were picked up or mailed, a 
processing error was made that resulted in the forms including the contact information 
for our Betsuin members’ spouses who are deceased. To our widowed members 
who were affected by this unintentional oversight, please accept sincere apologies 
from Office Manager Cindy Kitade, who is already working on a solution so that this 
database mistake does not recur.

Annual Giving Reports

For several years, the Betsuin automatically distributed Annual Giving Reports. Initially, 
reports were sent to all donors; in subsequent years, reports were sent only to members 
(nonmember donations are acknowledged with individual donation letters). 
Each year, we received valuable feedback from you that helped to inform our 
procedure. In 2018, we learned that while the report is helpful, many of you:
• Track your own donations through your personal banking application.
• Donate directly to various Betsuin organizations and events and those contributions 

are not included in the Annual Giving Report (because each organization or 
committee tracks its own finances and acknowledgments separately).

As we did last year for 2018 contributions, your individual Annual Giving Report for 
donations made in 2019 will be available BY REQUEST. To make a request, please send 
an email to: BetsuinGivingReport@gmail.com. You also can call the office at (916) 446-0121, 
and provide your name and mailing address (including your zip code). Please allow 7 
business days from the acknowledgment of your request for processing.

Betsuin Calendar - February

• Sunday, February 2
  9:30 a.m. Scout Sunday Service (No Dharma School classes)
  11:30 am. Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service
• Sunday, February 9: Nirvana Day Family Service, Dharma School Open House
  (No Dharma School Classes)
• Monday, February 17: Betsuin CLOSED in observance of Presidents’ Day
• February 19–23: BCA National Council Meeting in Seattle

Notes from the 
Office

Traditionally, family memorial services are held for loved ones on designated 
anniversaries. These are precious occasions to honor the treasured memories of 
our beloved ones and to realize how fortunate we are to be embraced by Amida 

Buddha’s light of wisdom and life of compassion.

2020 Family 
Memorial 
Service 
Schedule

Year of Death     2020 Memorial

 2019 ..................................................1 year
 2018 ..................................................3 year
 2014 ..................................................7 year
 2008 ..................................................13 year
 2004 ..................................................17 year

Year of Death     2020 Memorial

 1996 ..................................................25 year
 1988 ..................................................33 year
 1971 ..................................................50 year
 1921 ..................................................100 year

Condolences to
the Families Of

Noriko Sakata .......................................................1926–October 3, 2019
Aiko Takeuchi ....................November 30, 1930–December 15, 2019
Shigeru Eddie Shinfuku ....... October 5, 1929–December 23, 2019
Kenneth Takao Matsumoto ... August 13, 1942–December 24, 2019
Paul Kenji Yoshioka ..............March 13, 1932–December 25, 2019
Atsushi Art Ohara ..........November 23, 1932–December 28, 2019
Virginia Tanaka ....................August 10, 1944–December 31, 2019

Office Manager

Cindy Kitade

Office Project 
Coordinator

Jennifer Nitta

Front Office 
Coordinator

Mika Matayoshi

Front Desk Staff

Kellie Morioka

Betsuin Office

(916) 446-0121

Sangha Helpers

Sumiye Hamamoto
Yukiko Hashisaka
Ruth Hayashi
Sanaye Imajo
Yvonne Ishimoto
Mae Kaneko
Jane Komure
Mutsuko Noguchi
Helen Sakaishi
Lynn Sunahara
Virginia Uchida
Faye Uyemura
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Welcome New Members

Norah Daffin
Dr. Robert Dimand (Cynthia)

Jane Maruyama
Rod Nishikawa

Tracy & Mari Shirasago
Alexander Smith & Casey Callahan

Save The Date: February 29, 2020 — “Sangha Dance Through the Decades!” 
Hosted by the Buddhist Church of Florin. All Sangha members of all ages from 
the Northern California District temples are invited to stroll down memory lane 

through dancing and music of various decades or just come to socialize! Fun for all 
ages!
Where: Buddhist Church of Florin
 7235 Pritchard Road, Sacramento, CA 95828
When:  Saturday, February 29, 2020
 6–7 p.m. Dance Lessons with Mr. Frank Fong
 7–10 p.m. Open Dance Floor with DJ Alan Kobayashi 

Please RSVP through the temple office at (916) 383-1831 or 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sangha-dance-through-the-decades-tickets-82927086147
This is a free event; however, donations will be kindly accepted at the door.

Sangha Dance 
Through the 
Decades!

We are just getting started…. Even though the ABA Scholarship Education Fund 
was formally established with the approval of the Board of Trustees just three 
years ago, fundraising for the Fund started 15+ years ago with the annual 

Spring Food Festivals.

In the early years, nearly all of the proceeds where passed on to the Betsuin for capital 
improvement, program development, as well as scholarship and education programs. 
Of all the funds raised, only $9,400 was held as unallocated savings. With this, ABA 
developed a long-range plan to invest in the future of the Betsuin. That plan was to 
fund scholarships and education programs for our youth.

This plan requires that we build a fund large enough to sustain itself while also 
contributing annually to scholarships and education. Already, we are at a level where 
we can fund annually approximately $5,000 of such programs. But we are just getting 
started.

With the contributions of Mike & Rachel Nagai, SBWA Ukettes, Akio & Ruth Seo, 
Hisako Yoshikawa, Kosho & Michiko Yukawa, Martin & Kim Sakata, Ann Yoshizuka, 
Gregory Harding, Keith & Karen Adachi, Naomi Hamamoto, Curtis & Emily Ishii, 
Stephen & Keiko Kashiwada, George & Amiko Kashiwagi, Gail Kono, Wayne & 
Lynn Kurahara, Bruce & Martha Kushida, Dennis & Carolyn Murata, John & Elaine 
Yoshikawa, Grace Hatano, David & May Ikemoto in 2019, we have amassed about 
$100,000 in the Fund. We are grateful for the generous contributions, both large and 
small, some contributing for the first time, some contributing previously and repeatedly, 
and some in memory of family and friends. We hope that as word gets out, additional 
funds are forthcoming and that we can build the Fund. But we are just getting started.

In 2019, we are happy to announce that some of the proceeds from the Fund were 
disbursed to: CSUS Associated Students, Inc. Food Pantry, Sacramento Buddhist Church 
Education Fund; and ABA Community Service Awards. We would like to congratulate 
Grace Matayoshi and Austin Sakata, our first-ever ABA Community Service Award 
recipients. We are looking forward to making larger disbursements for scholarships and 
educational endeavors. But we are just getting started.

Since the Fund is still getting started, we hope that you understand, appreciate and 
subscribe to the wonderful and beneficial purpose of the Fund and make a contribution 
in 2020. Thank you, Happy New Year and Namo Amida Butsu from ABA.

ABA Education 
Fund
Wayne Kurahara
Past ABA President  
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Happy February! Dharma School will be having our annual Open House on 
Sunday, February 9, immediately following Nirvana Day Service. Please plan to 
visit the Kaikan after service to see the displays presented by our teachers, TAs, 

and students. Light refreshments will be served.

We would appreciate help from adults and older students who can stay to help us pick 
up the CarpetDeck at the end of Open House. We look forward to seeing you there!

Donations

Dharma School “courtyard” gratefully acknowledges donations from the following:

Dharma School 
News
Valerie Fong, 
Superintendent

Nancy Hashimoto
Ruth Hayashi
Randall Ishida
Stuart Ito

Alice Kataoka
Utako Kimura
Rosemary Kitaoka
Carole Matsumoto

Edith Matsuoka
Rachel Nagai
Karen Yamamoto

’Tis the season for Girl Scout cookies. The girls have been hard at work taking 
preorders, and this year Troop 569 has launched an exciting new venture — 
Cookie Grams! A Cookie Gram is a gift for someone special that includes a box 

of Girl Scout cookies and a personalized card. At the end of February, Girl Scouts will 
deliver the Cookie Grams within the Sacramento area only.

Do you have an auntie or uncle who doesn’t get out of the house much? Or a loved one 
living at ACC? Cookie Grams are the perfect way to send a little love and let them know 
you care. Other people you can send Cookie Grams to include:
• a favorite reverend or church office personnel;
• Dharma School teacher;
• coach, hula teacher or Hanamatsuri adviser;
• Family and loved ones;
• Your BFF.
You can even send a Cookie Gram to your secret crush… anonymously.

Want to know the best part? Cookie Grams cost the same as a box of cookies — $5. 
Payment due upon order. These special gifts are bound to be a big hit, so get your 
orders in soon. For more information, or to place a Cookie Gram order, contact Leslie 
Kaneko at (916) 508-2828 or LeslieKaneko@gmail.com.

Girl Scout cookie flavors are Thin Mints, Shortbread, Peanut Butter Patties, Caramel 
deLites, S’mores, Lemonades, Peanut Butter Sandwich and Thanks-A-Lot. This will be 
the last year we’re selling Thanks-A-Lot so you might want to stock up. They freeze 
well.

Seniors 3 and Cadettes 3

In December, Seniors 3 got into the spirit of giving and participated in the Sacramento 
Buddhist Church’s annual Angel Tree program. They sponsored holiday gifts of toys 
and clothing for a teenage boy in need.

The troop also made 30 holiday cards containing 
gift certificates for patients at the UC Davis 
Children’s Hospital in Sacramento.

Seniors 3 joined Cadettes 3 January 5 for a pottery 
class at Verge Center for the Arts.

The scouts learned about various techniques and 
tools from experts at the Sacramento region’s 
leading cultural institution for contemporary art 
and ideas before creating their own ceramic wares, 
including mugs and bowls.

Later this month, both troops will return for a 
second class to glaze their pottery.

Juniors 1 and Daisies 1

Juniors 1 and Daisies 1 teamed up to spread a little cheer this holiday season by singing 
Christmas carols to residents at ACC Greenhaven Terrace, an assisted living facility. 

The girls brought gifts of books, socks, games and puzzles, as well as warm fleece 
blankets that they made.

The older scouts also made paintings with inspirational quotes that they framed and 
gave to residents.

Girl Scout 
Troop 569
Jennifer Morita

Cadettes 3 and Seniors 3 pottery 
class at Verge Center for the Arts.
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Hello to you, and hello to February 2020. February, of course is the shortest 
month of the year, so don’t sneeze or you might miss it — but wait! This is 
2020 and you know what that means? That means that this year is a leap year. 

And you know what that means? That means that an extra day is added to the end 
of the month, and you what that means? That means that this year, February has 29 
days, and you know what means? That means that anyone born on February 29th will 
finally have a birthday! And you know what that means? That means that the number 
of birthdays and the number of years that makes up their age will be quite different, 
and you know what that means? That means that you just cannot equate the number 
of birthdays to the number of years old that person is; and that means that you have do 
some mathematical calculations to figure that out.

So, if you have a “leap year baby” born on February 29, 1980, that person will have 
their 10th birthday this year and be 40 years old. However, that is the “Reader’s Digest” 
version; there is some extra math that goes into this whole leap year thing. Not to get all 
Big Bang on you all, but this could be the mathematical calculation:
 

But it is not (close but no cigar). However, there is more to leap year than just adding a 
day in February every four years. It takes the Earth 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 
46 seconds to make one revolution around the sun, not quite ¼ of a day more than 365. 
So adding one day every four years will keep the calendar close to the actual orbit of 
the Earth; however, not exactly.

So, to compensate for the extra minutes and seconds that are added every four years, 
Pope Gregory XIII, the creator of the Gregorian calendar (which we all know and love 
today), figured out that if the turn-of-the-century year was not divisible by 400, then 
that year would not be a leap year. 

So 1900, not divisible by 400, was not a leap year and 2000, divisible by 400, is a leap 
year. And the years 2100, 2200, and 2300 also are not leap years… But all of us who are 
reading this today… who cares! In 2300 aren’t we supposed to be leaping galaxies in 
addition to years? Again, it really doesn’t matter to any of us.

Anyway, by these calculations, the Gregorian calendar is kept pretty close to the actual 
revolution of the Earth around the sun, as opposed to the Julian calendar, which was 
created by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C. (again, we discussed this whole B.C. thing already).

The Julian calendar was off by 11 minutes each year, so after all those years of using the 
Julian calendar, the calendar became out of sync with the natural seasons. And that’s 
why Pope Greg buddy sat down one Saturday afternoon and devised a whole new 
calendar system!

Remember the warning that was issued a while ago? That if you stick around here long 
enough, you may learn something, or you may get confused with all this nonsense… so 
enter at your own risk.

Getting back to February, you know what that means; it means that the NCCL season 
will be wrapping up just in time for the tournament season. So, stay tuned to your 
coach or team mom for all the latest tournament information.

Getting back to birthdays, Happy Birthday to all you Leap Year Babies and the rest of 
you who have normal February birthdays on the other 28 days!

We will see you again after this long February or in a short 29 days… whichever is of 
lesser value. Participating locations may vary.

Sports 
Committee
Alan Wu

We encourage all activity 
organizers and groups at the 
Sacramento Buddhist Church 
to submit articles and artwork 
to each month’s Sangha 
newsletter.

Please be aware that articles 
for the Sangha are due on 
the 15th of each month. Late 
articles will be published in 
the following month’s issue.

When sending articles by 
email, please send email to: 
SBCSangha@gmail.com with 
a cc to: betsuinoffice@gmail.
com and inform the church 
office at (916) 446-0121. Please 
include the author’s name. 
Thank you.
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